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ARTICLE XXXIV. 


An Essay on the feveral Difpenfations of 
Gop to Mankind, in the order in which 
they lie in the Bible: Or a@ fhort Syftem 
of the Religion of Nature and Scrip- 
ture. With an Introduction, fhewing the 
Caufes of the Growth of Infidelity, and 
the likelie/t Method to put a ftop to it. 
And an Appendix, proving that Gop 
adopted Abraham to the Inheritance of 
eternal Life. Printed for J. Gray. 1728. 


A Second EXTRACT. 


MONG the many and various Syftems 
of Revelation, yet offer’d to the World, 
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22 The Prefent State of _ Art. 34. 
the Author fays, that none of thofe he has feen, 
have done juttice to it. 

Some Authors have run into a figurative, or 
metaphorical Divinity: And among them, fome 
have not been wanting to purfue thefe Figures 
in a very wild and offenfive manner. Meta- 
phors and Allegories, indeed, are juftly and 
beautifully ufed in the poetical and rhetorical 
Books of Scripture ; but thofe Figures thems 
felves at beft always want a Key, inftead of o- 
pening the fenfe that is couch’d under them. 

Others have run into abftracted and metaphy- 
fical Notions ; which when they are not found- 
ed in the nature of Things, fuch as the School- 
men us’d, are ridiculous: And whe they are, 
yet are not of a piece with the Scripture ; which 
generally reprefents Things by no other Ideas, 
than fuch as are the moft common and familiar 
to us, as being alone fuited to the bulk of Man- 
kind, for whofe benefit it is defign’d. 

Others, indeed, have reprefented the Scheme 
of Revelation under Notions that are common 
and familiar, and that are /criptural too : But 
then they are fuch as are either only ‘topical, 
viz. ufed in particular Texts of the Bzble, or 
elfe fuch as are only fuited to particular Peri- 
ods and Difpenfations. Under this head, to 
pafs by other Syftems, thofe (which have been 
of the beft defign) may be rang’d, which have 
treated Divinity under the notion of a Covenants 
of a Kingdom, or of the Chrifian Church. 

Thofe. who have writ Syftems of reveal’d 
Religion in any of thefe methods, have, befides 
the faults peculiar to each of them, been guilty 
of one that has been common to them all ; 
namely, that they have compos’d them according 
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to the rules, in which the Sy/ems of other 
Arts and Sciences are drefs’d up: But this me- 
thod can never make thofe Sy/fens of a piece, 
with a Revelation which has been deliver’d to 
Mankind in quite another manner. 

And tho’ feveral Divines have avoided thefe 
miftaken methods, when they have handled par- 
ticular Subjects of Dzvinity ; the Scriptures 
having been very carefully ftudied of late in a 
juft and critical way, to the great honour of 
the prefent Age, and in which fome have out- 
fhin’d all that have gone before them; yet we 
have not been favour’d with a finifh’d Piece of 
this kind, or fo much as with a sketch of it. 

Thofe who have come the neareft to what 
the Author aims at, and who ought to have 
great Merit with all who ftudy their Béb/e, are 
the Divines who have confider’d Revelation hi- 
ftorically, the way in which Revelation has been 
convey’d to Mankind. But then fuch Difcourfes 
as thefe, are to be confider’d only as Hij/fories ; 
which will indeed be of great ufe to him that 
will offer a /criptural Syftem to the World, but 
are not that Syftem itlelf; nor may not even 
help thofe, who compofe them, or are inftruct- 
ed by them, to the Notion on which that Sy/fem 
muft be built. 

But the Piece or Sketch the Author aims at, 
is fuch an one, as will fhew the great Delign 
that runs through the feveral Dé/pen/ations of 
God to Mankind in its full light, Cif it fhall ap- 
pear that there is fuch a Defign) and that pur- 
fues it in the precife Order and Mauner in which 
it was exhibited in thofe feveral Di/penfatzons, 
and will at the fame time fhew, how all the pe- 
culiar Do¢trines of Revelation refer to it. 
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The.one Defign the Author has mention’d, as 
running thro’ the Bzb/e, he takes (with all o- 
ther writers on this fubjeét) to be the difplay- 
ing the Glory of all God’s Perfeétions, particu- 
larly his moral Perfecttons ; or, which will come 
to the fame thing, to affift our reafon in pur/uing 
our own Happinefs, and promoting the Happi- 
nefs of others, as long a3 our Being lafts, and 
as long as we have other Beings about us. He 
takes this Defign to be unifornzly purfued by one 
wife, plain and fimple Mean, Plot or Contri- 
vance, calculated to {trike every Man, that has 
the ufe of his Reafon ; though there are various 
Under-plots, he fays, Cif he may be allow’d to 
ufe thefe expreffions) to fupport the mai one, 
fuited to the Incidents of Mankind, and beauti- 
fully related and proportion’d to each other: 
Which, as far as he knows, has not been taken 
notice of Now if fuch a Defign, thus purfued, 
fhall appear evidently to run thro’ the Books of 
the Old and New Teffament ; a Man may with 
infinitely greater propriety, fuppofe the moft 
perfect Drama Cwhere the fineft Defign is car- 
ried on by the beft chofen Plot, and by the 
moft confiftent Under-plots, and beautiful well- 
proportion’d Incidents) to have been writ by 
a number of the greateft Madmen or Idiots, by 
piece-meals, in different Ages ; than to imagine 
a thread of fuch an end and mean running thro” 
above forty writers, in more than 1600 years, to 

e the Work of fo many Enthufiafts. Or we 
may as well fuppofe the World to be framed by 
snere Chance, or (which will ftrike all but phi- 
lofophical Minds more) the moft magnificent, 
beautiful and convenient Palace, that the Ima- 
gination can figure to itfelf, to be built by Men 
4. unac- 
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unacquainted with all the rules of Architecture, 
in feveral Ages, and without any Model to 
build by, and to be fupported by mere Chance 
through as many more Ages, as to imagine fuch 
an Unity of Defign and Mean, as he has de- 
{crib’d, to be the refult of Euthufia/m and Acci- 
dent mix’d together. 


The Author has elfewhere hinted at fome Con- 
fiderations, that fhew the hypothefis of Forgery, 
by which fome Deié/fs have endeavour’d to ac- 
count for Revelation, to be a very abfurd one: 
But he further examines that hypothefis of 
Revelation, by this Unity which he here 
obferves to run through it. And he would 
defire the De#/?s to confider, how hard and 
difficult it is to obferve Unity in any piece 
of mere Fiction, where the Writer aims at Uni- 
ty with the clofeft Intention. This we may ea- 
fily learn from the Dramatick Writers of all 
kinds, efpecially if their Plot be all fiction and 
not {tory ; who tho’ they have this Unity ever in 
view, yet often depart from it: As we may eafily 
fee by reading them, or at leaft by reading thofe 
who give us their Créticz/ms upon them. And 
let any one, who is ufed to Italian or Merchants 
Accompts, Cas they are called, ) fee whether 
they can ever depart in the leaft from truth in 
them, without feeling that departure them/elves, 
or fhewing it to others that narrowly infpect 
them ; tho’ the departure be not fuch as vitiates 
the Accompt, or hinders the whole Ledger from 
being exactly balanc’d at laft ; and where there- 
fore of confequence the Accompt muft be true. 
Now if it be fo difficult to obferve Unity in a 
Fiction or Falfhood, or where there is a great 
degree of Fiction attending it, even in any fin- 
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gle Dramatick Performance, though the Author 
applies himfelt to obferve it never fo carefully ; 
and if it be fo impoffible to mx any, even the 
leaft falfhood, with the truth of Accompts, with- 
out that Falfhood’s appearing plainly, tho’ it is 
not fuch as deftroys the Balance of the Book, 
(fo little will Zrutb and Falfhood ever agree; ) 
how can any one imagine the Books of the 
Old and New Teftament to be Forgery, any more 
than Enthufiafm ; when nothing but Unity and 
Agreement appears in fuch a number of Wri- 
ters, at fo great diftance of time from each o- 
ther? And that not only in the mazn, but (when 
all juft Allowances are made for Books circum- 
flared as they are) even in the detail of Parti- 
culars. 

Thus, in his opinion, it appears, that fuch 
a Sketch as he has mention’d, is the beft way 
to explain Revelation, and to fupport it, till a 
finifh’d Piece of the fame Defign fhall appear. 
And he wifhes, if any great Mafter goes about 
it, he would particularly fet the Proportions of 
Revelation in fuch a light, as that their Exatt- 
nefs, Beauty and Candor, might ftrike every 
one that cafts his eye on it. And by the pro- 
portions of Revelation, he means not only thofe 
proportions which appear in every Di/penfation 
of God to Mankind, confider’d apart, and by 
itfelf; but in the feveral Dé/penfations, as they 
bear a relation to each other. The Account 
which our Author gives of the feveral Di/peu- 
fations of Ged to Mankind, and the great Defign 
that runs thro’ them all, is, in fhort, as fol- 
lows. 


Tuar after Adam, whom God had created 


innocent or perfect, and whom, as fuch, he 
had 
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had vefted at his Creation with the inheritance 
of an animal, terreftrial glory, dominion, blifs 
and immortality ; (by which he became the /ox 
of God, Luke iii. w/t.) and that not only tor 
himfelf, but for his pofterity ; had forfeited it 
for them as well as for himfelf, by eating of 
the tree of death, or of the knowlédee of good 
and evil, in difobedience to God’s exprefs com- 
mand, and in compliance with the temptation 
of the Devil: It being the good pleafure of 
God, that Adam, who had been thus his Son 
by creation, with all his defcendants the Sons 
of men, fhould not finally continue the chil- 
dren of that apoftate Spirit, and fo remaining 
under the power of death, have their portion 
with him in the blackne/s of darkue/s for ever, 
thro’ defpair of ever diverting the difpleafure 
of their Maker ; or thro’ their being without 
a well-grounded hope of obtaining a recom- 
pence fufficient to fupport them in a conftant 
courfe of felf-denial and obedience ; God was 
mercifully pleafed to give fome intimations to 
Adam and the Patriarcbs, (particularly to E- 
noch and Noah, ) that He would become a Re- 
warder after death | or a Father | of all thofe 
who fhould diligently feek after his will, and 
Obey it. The Author means that will of his, 
written in their bearts, or imparted by Rev ela- 
tion, relating to their temper and conduct ; 
which was fo perfectly fuited to their nature 
and circumftances, as to render it fit for them 
to fearch after and obey it, abftracted from all 
confiderations of this future reward. On the 
other hand, God alfo gave feveral inftances of 
his high difpleafure againft the Family of Caz 
and Canaan, (which are to be confider’d in their 
refpective ages, as the avow’d families of the De- 
X 4 vil,) 
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vil,) and againft fuch as mingled with them, 
(who rejeéted and defpifed all the gracious in- 
timations of his purpofe of adopting the chil- 
dren of men,) thereby the better to keep the 
children of his own Famil in a juft awe and 
fear of Him. 

And to the intent that he might, at the fame 
time, affure them the more effectually of that 
his moft gracious purpofe ; he afterwards, in 
great tendernefs and condefcenfion, vouchfafed 
‘to make an exprefs Covenant with Abrabam, 
the father of all the fazthful ; in regard of his 
fingular and unexampled truft in the power of 
God, and obedience to his will, in the moft 
trying inftances ; that he would adopt him to 
the inheritance of a glorious, fpiritual, and ce- 
leftial kingdom, blifs and immortality, infinite- 
ly exceeding the inheritance which mankind 
loft by the difobedience of the father of all the 
living. God was moreover pleafed to give A- 
brabam the promife of Canaan, as a promifed 
pledge of his performing that better promife ; 
and Circumcifion, as a Seal to both thefe pro- 
mifes ; and was alfo pleafed to ratify the per- 
formance of them by an oath. Nor did he 
make this promife to Abraham alone, but in 
making it to him, he made it to all the men of 
all the families of the earth, in all ages, that 
fhould become his feed ; that is, that fhould imi- 
tate his faith and obedience. 7 

He afterwards alfo, for feveral wife reafons, 
erected this Family, and fuch as would join 
themfelves to them, into an earthly Kingdom, 
fo conftituted, as to point out a better ; and, 
as in many proper ways, to prepare men, and 
difpofe things for the eftablifhment of it ; and 
to 
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to anfwer many other great ends, both to them 
and the world, in their own time, and in all 
future ages. He alfo gave them the a¢tual pof- 
feffion ot Canaan ; and afterwards made a Co- 
venant, Concerning the Family of David, (and 
confirm’d it by an oath,) as pledges of the per- 
formance of this better promife. And after the 
unpromifing, adverfe or defperate circumftances 
of the Fewi/h Nation, made both the pledges 
feem to lofe their force with the ews ; this 
hope was kept alive by prophecies of the latter 
prophets, of a better Kingdom under the Mef- 
fiab ; efpecially in the minds of fuch, as would 
become the children of the prophets, and imitate 
them in the faith of thefe predi¢tions. 

And to the intent that he might in due time 
affure this Inheritance to them in a clearer and 
ftronger manner, than he had done by the inti- 
mations to the Patriarchs, by the Covenant 
with Abrabam, as the Father of a /piritual Fa- 
mily or Seed, or by the Covenant of Sinaz, or 
of David, or by the latter prophets ; he firft 
fent his holy Child Ze/zs to affure them of this, 
as a Prophet and Teacher of a higher kind than 
he had ever fent before ; and to give us a clear 
rule and perfect example of fuch a Righteouf- 
nefs, (after the forgivenels of what was paft, ) 
as would entitle us to this inheritance. Whom, 
after that He had become obedient to death, God 
raifed from the dead, and gave him glory ; 
ereCting a Kingdom under him, as the fir/i-born 
among many brethren ; conftituting him, for this 
high and voluntary aét of obedience, in fuffer- 
ing death, the Heir aud Lord of all things ; that 
fo if the Fews, or others, ( whether they were 
already his adopted Children or not, ) on a mef- 
jage 
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fage fent to them from himfelf by the Apofies 
ot Chrift Fefus, would now become the faithful 
fubjects of this his heavenly Kingdom, and be 
publickly tranflated into it by Bapti/m, they 
fhould both be recover’d from death, (the ap- 
pointment of the fons of men,) and faved from 
wrath to come, or the fecoud death, the portion 
and reward of the family and kingdom of the 
Devil ; and alfo have this heavenly Inheri- 
tance much more firmly fecured to them in 
right of children, by adoption in Abraham, as 
the Father of the faithful. For, Chrift was a 
Child of Abrabam, putting bis truft in God, Heb. 
xi. 13. and was actually raifed from the dead, 
and confequently became their elder Brother. 
He alfo became their elder Brother on another 
confideration ; viz, as he fent to them the Spi- 
rit of their heavenly Father, now become the 
Spirit alfo of himfelf, their elder Brother, ( on 
his receiving it from the Father,) as a pledge 
and earneft of their Adoption ; thereby confirm- 
ing their title to this Inheritance as Hezrs of 
God, and making or conftituting them Foint- 
Heirs with himfelf. But their title to this In- 
heritance was yet more ftrongly confirm’d to 
them by this new Conftitution ; not only by its 
confirming their title by Adoption, but by its 
giving them a new title, viz, that of a Re- 
svard to their obedience of the mild and graci- 
ous Law of this Kingdom: To which Reward 
they fhould have an indefeafible title, by that 
very Law, which prefcribed the terms of this 
Reward. The Law itfelf, which is confider’d 
as a Covenant, (fince it not only prefcribes the 
duty of a Subject, but entitles every one that 
performs it, to this Reward,) being moreover 
ratified and confirm’d by the moft great and fo- 
Jemn 
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lemn Tranfactions that we can conceive, be- 
tween the Father, as the Monarch of the Uni- 
verfe, and the Man Chbrif? Fefus, as the King of 
this Kingdom under Hzm 5; in behalf of the 
Kingdom which he was to receive from Him, 
and in behalf of fuch as would become the Sub- 
jects of it. 

And to the intent that the moft diftant Ages 
of the world might be affur’d of the truth of 
the moft important Facts of this Tranfaction ; 
he has inftituted a Feaft, to be often repeated in 
his Kingdom, as an undoubted Memortal of them, 
analogous to the moft folemn Feaft of an earth- 
ly Kingdom, and calculated to raife the moft 
proper reflexions on our minds, till Le. comes 
(the fecond time) without fin, unto falvation. 
To which, and all the other holy purpofes, vx. 
of Bapti/m, (mention’d before, ) Hearing the 
Word of God, publick Prayers, Prazfes and Ad- 
monitions, Chriftians muft affemble themfelves 
with decency and order. 


Thus has it pleafed God, in infinite wifdom 
and mercy, to take the moft wife and conde- 
fcending Methods, in order to prevent our de- 
{pair, and to animate and confirm us in the 
hope of fuch a degree of immortal and celeftial 
dominion, blifs and glory, as would be infinitely 
fuperior to all the low, mix’d and momentary 
pleafures, that might feduce us trom our duty, 
Cand the Happinefs that both conftitutes it to 
be our duty, and that refults from it,) without 
which fuperior Reward, the grand Enemy of 
God’s Kingdom would for ever have diverted 
Mankind from any endeavours after Obedience, 
or at leaft from a fteady perfeverance in it: As 
he firft tempted them to Apoflacy, by an att of 
the 
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the higheft prefumption, from a vain hope of 
gratifying a low appetite of the body, and a 
foolifh and wicked ambition of their mind. 

In order to underftand the Nature of the 
earthly Kingdom of God over the I/raelites, 
and the heavenly Kingdom of God over Cbri- 
ftians the more fully, it muft always be remem- 
ber’d, that as the former was erected many ages 
before the latten, fo the former continued near 
forty years after the latter: During which time, 
thefe two Kingdoms were cotemporary to each 
other. 

And though it is probable, that the earthly 
Kingdom may be again ereéted ; yet it muft 
ceafe and determine before the heavenly one ; 


which will not end, but with the Cou/ummation 
of all Things. 


Thus the Author has confider’d Adam, as the 
Son of God by Creation, before the Fall ; and all 
Mankind, after the Fall, either as the adopted 
Sons, and afterwards the people of God ; or as 
the children, and afterwards the fubjeéts of the 
Devil ; and accordingly entitled to an endlefs 
Life, as it is defcribed in Scripture, or appointed 
to the fecond death. 
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ARTICLE XXXV. 


DISSERTATIO Dom. J. A. TURRETINE, 
de Verfione Septuaginta Interpretum, 
que dicitur fada fub Aufpictis Prole- 
mai Philadelphi. 


That is, 


A DISSERTATION upon the Hiffory, Aue 
thority, and Ufe of the Septuagint Ver- 
fion of the Old Teftament. By J. ALPH. 
TURRETIN, principal Profeffor of Di- 
vinity in Geneva, 


<¢ HE Fame of the Author, as well as the 

T Importance of the Subject, will, we 
© doubt not, render the following Differtation 
‘© (which was never before printed) accepta- 
© ble to the publick : And to preferve the pro- 
“¢ priety of the expreflion, as well as the force 

“ of the reafoning, we fhall give it in the 
“¢ fame enemies in which it was originally 
6° wrote.’ 


I*. Sta- 
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1°. Statim expendemus quid uarretur de illius 
Verfionis Confectzone. 


Il°. Quid judicandum fit de illa Narratione. 


Alle. Quid verifimile videatur de Origine €3 de 
Authoribus illius Verfionis. 


IV°. AMliquid adjungemus de utilitate €8 pretio 
allins Verfionis. 


SECTIO I. 


Iftoria Verfionis illius Grece que dicitur 

LXX. Interpretum, tradita eft prefertim ab 
Authore quodam Greco, quem vocant Arifte- 
am. Ille pertendit fe fuiffe unum ex Aulicis 
Ptolemei Pbhiladelpbt, qui miffi fuerunt ad Ele- 
azarum, fummum pontificem Judgorum, ut ex- 
emplar Legis. peterent. Illum laudat Jofephus, 
eandem hiftoriam habet quibufdam mutatis Phi- 
Jo, necnon vetuttiores {criptores ; puta Juftinus 
Martyr, Irenezus, Clemens Alexandrinus, Eu- 
febius, Hieronymus, Epiphanius, Auguftinus ; 
fed multis additis & immutatis. Cum preci- 
puus Author fit Arifteeas, fumma ejus hiftoriz 
tradenda eft. 

Cum Prolemeus Philadelpbus, Rex /Egypti, 
ingentem Bibliothecam conficeret, & ejus Pre- 
feétus effet Demetrius Phalerus, Athenienfis ; 
ifte Regi author fuit, ut inter alios libros, ha- 
beret Leges Judeorum. Annuit Ptolemaéus : 
Rejecit Demetrius Phalerus eas interpretatione 
indigere ; utpote que lingua & characteribus, 
que ignota erant /Egyptiis, fcripte effent. Di- 
xit Rex fe ad Eleazarum, Judgzorum Pontifi- 
cem, {cripturum; & ad eum mifit Ariftezam, 
una 
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33 
una cum Sofibio, & Andrea Regione cuftodum 
prefecto. Ariftzas dixit Regi, quod fi vellet 
Leges Judzas petere, debent ante omnia libe- 
rare captivos illius gentis, qui erant magno nu- 
mero: Scilicet Ptolem@us Lagi filius, cum vi- 
€tor peragraffet Syriam, Phoeniciam, Ciliciam 
& Judzam, magnum numerum Jud&orum cap- 
tivorum fecerat, nempe 100000 ; quorum 30000 
in prefidiis collocaverat ; reliquam turbam fe- 
num, juvenum & mulierum, militibus in fervi- 
tutem dederat. Rex rogat, quanto numero ef- 
fent? Refponderunt, paulo plus quam r1ooooo. 
Rex fe illos liberaturum promifit ; immo & ad 
redimendos illos decernit 20. drachmas pro uno- 
quoque; pro qua fumma 120 drachmas Jofe- 
phus ponit, & publicum Ediétum promulgavit ; 
quo juffit, ut milites qui captivos Judeos habe- 
rent, eos accepto 20. drachmarum pretio libe- 
rarent. Demetrius fententiam fuam de Legi- 
bus illis Regi expofuit; nempé Leges Judgo- 
rum reliquis omnibus preftare, utpote que di- 
vine & fapientiffime effent. Itaque operam 
dandam ut nitidiffimum exemplar haberetur.- - - - 
Petendum a Judzis 6. homines peritos, ex una- 
quaque Tribu, ut per confentientem eorum tra- 
ditionem verus fenfus haberetur. Rex illa fcrip- 
fic Judzorum pontifici. Juffic ut munera ad E- 
leazarum, & ad Templum Hierofolymitanum 
mitterentur ; puta Crateres aurei, Phiale, Men- 
fe, & quamplurimi Lapides pretiofi, additis 100 
Talentis ad Sacrificia, & alias impenfas. Cum 
his muneribus miffi funt Andreas & Ariftzas ad 
Eleazarum. - - - - Dantur Litere.- --. Eleazar 
benignée refpondet, & mittit Regi fex homines 
ex unaquaque Tr bu. Illi cum Literis refponfi 
Eleazari, & muneribus ad Ptolemaeum miffis ad 
Regem accefferunt, & ei obtulerunt exemplar 

2 Legis, 










































326 The Prefent State of  Art.. 35, 


Legis, aureis characteribus confcriptum, & cu 
jus folia tam apté concinnata & confuta erant, 
ut impoffibile effet futuras detegere. Exemplar 
illud vol. Rex dit: fubftitit, & illud fepties ado- 
ravit ; Judzifque dixit, Gratias ago vobis mag- 
nas, fed Deo maximas, qui vos mifit, mibique 
dedit illas Leges. Tum lachrymas profudiffe di- 
citur. Dixit diem illum per totam vitam fibi 
folemnem, & magnum futurum. Eos convivio 
queftiones excepit ; & inter epulandum, 72. de re- 
bus politicis maximeé abftrufis propofuit. Cm con- 
vivium triduum duraffet, vel per 12. dies ut re- 
fert Jofephus, Demetrius Interpretes fecum du- 
xit in Infulam, per aggerem feptem ftadiorum ; 
ibique paratis omnibus, Interpretes ad verten- 
dum fe accinxerunt ; quo facto habita inter fe 
collatione, de Interpretatione ; Demetrius illos 
domo accepit, ubi ita quidem laborarunt per 
m2. dies, & opus confummarunt. 
Sic Arifieas. 


Juftinus Martyr novum miraculum adjungit : 
Dicit, Interpretes illos vel in cellulis 36. binos 
in fingula cella, vel in 72. ceilulis, fingulos in 
fingula inclufos fuiffe, & nullo habito inter fe 
commercio ad interpretandum, fe convertiffe & 
omnes eodem modo tranftuliffe. Porro Ver- 
fione finita, congregati funt omnes Judzi qui 
verfabant Alexandrie, & in tota /Egypto, ut 
fententiam de illa Verfione ferrent ; qui omnes 
fuo calculo approbaverunt. Tum Demetrius juf- 
fit, ut diris devoverentur, quicunque aliquid in 
ill4 immutare auderent. Rex Leges Judzorum 
miratus quefivit, Cur nulla 2 Poétis & Hifto- 
ricis illarum ulla mentio faéta effet ? Ad quod 
refpondit Demetrius, Quia facra & fanéta effet 
illa Lex: Et adjunxit Theopompum, & Theo- 
dactum, 
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dactum, cum in fuis libris aliquid de ea tranftu- 
liffent, alterum mente captum, alterum oculis 
privatum fuiffe. Rex accepta illa Verfione, juf- 
fit ut ftudiofé affervaretur, & Interpretes mune- 
ribus donavit, & miffis ad Eleazarum & Tem- 
plum donariis, in patriam remilit. 


SEC TIO Il. 
Quid de ila Narratione cenfendum fit. 


NOS ad eos accedimus, qui totam illam 
Narrationem ut ut antiquam in fabularum ceniu 
collocant ; multa etenim falfitatis indicia conti- 
net ; precipua tantum indicabimus. 


1. Nemo non videt mentiri Arifteam, dum 
fe dicit unum ex Aulicis Ptolem@i, ac proinde 
Ethnicum : Nam eum Judeum tuiffe ex tota 
ejus hiftorid apparet, Judeorum Legem divi- 
nam vocat, gentem Judeorum admodum ex- 
tollic & commendat. 


2. Ad hanc Hiftoriam quod attinet in limine 
aliquid eft alienum a fide hiftorica : Dicitur e- 
nim Demetrius Phalereus, Bibliothecarius Regis 
Ptolemei Philadelphi, fuerat Athenienfium Prin- 
ceps & Legiflator, & Athenis pulfus quod Le- 
ges duras tuliffet, nec eas obfervaret. Igitur non 
probabile eft, illum fuiffe Regis Bibliothecari- 
um. Sed tranfeat. 


3. Conftat ex certifiimis Hiftorie monumen- 
tis, Demetrium Phalereum vel jam mortuum, 
vel in carcere detentum. Locus extat Her- 
mippi, apud Diogenem Laertium, - - - - e#m in 
Aula Ptolemzxi Lagi fe recepiffe - - - - fed illum 
NOVEMBER 1729. Y dia- 
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diadenia Philadelpho obtuliffe ; ife Demetrium 
in cuftodiam conjecit, donec de eo flatueret ; in qua 
afpidis mor[u extinétus ef. Quod emnino pug~ 
nat cum hiftoria Arica. 


4. Non verifimile eft tantum fuiffe captivo- 
rum Juidzorum numerum, cum 3000 in prefi- 
diis collocaffet Ptolemaeus Lagi filius ; & dicat 
. Jofephus cxteram multitudinem venditam fuiffe 
militibus. Etenim ut dic. quomodo poterat 


Rex credere arces & munimenta iis, quorum © 


infantes, uxores, patres, fervos tradiderat mili- 
tibus ? Illa non poffunt inter fe conciliari. 


5. Nec verifimile eft, nullum exemplar Le- 
gis in /Agypto fuiffe, cum tot millia Judezorum 
ibi effent, & nullos inter eos repertos fuiffe qui 
Legem interpretarentur. 


6. Ridicula funt que de tantis fumptibus ad 
comparandam illam Legem traduntur, tot Cap- 
tivorum folutic, - - - tanta munera fidem exce- 
dentia. Recens Author, {cilicet Prideaux, com- 
putat ad quam fummam affurgant impenfe ille 
pro illa Verfione, tum in redimendis captivis, 
tum in donis ; & ex calculo illo, affurgunt ad 
* vigefies centies millies Librarum fterlinarum ; 
que fumma vigefies major eft toto pretio illius 
Bibliothece. 


™. Multa dicit Ptolemeus Philadelphus feciffe, 
que a vero abhorrent. - - - - Oracula divina di- 
citur, fepties adoraffe Legem, lachrymas pro- 
fudiffe, & promififfe fe quotannis diem illum 
celebraturum. 
: ¥ 

# Two Millions Sterling; 
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8. Illa eO mints verifimilia funt, a con- 
{tet Ptolemeum Philadelphum param religiofum 
fuiffe : Nam & duos fratres interemerat, & {o- 
rorem Barfi noem uxorem duxerat. Demetrius 
narratur eximias Leges dediffe, fed parum eas 
obfervaviffe. Illi charaéteres non ii videntur, 
qui tanto pretio Legem redimerent. 


g. Omnes ille Circumftantie ; ~2. Interpré- 
tes, 72. Dies, 72. Queftiones, 72. Cellule, re- 
dolent ingenium Judaicum, & 4a vero prorfus 
abhorrent. Hec in numero fabularum ponimus, 
quas gallicé vocamus des Romaits. 


10. Exciderat aliud falfitatis indicium, fcil: 
Quod petit Rex ille 6. Interpretes ex unaquaq; 
Tribu : Jam vero notum eft, decem Tribus 
longé antea difperfas fuiffe, nec nifi duas in Ju- 
dea manfiffe. Vix credibile eft, fex ex quaque 
Tribu, && fatis doétos, potuiffe inveniri. Uno 
verbo, quacunq; ex parte {pectetur, illa Hiftoria 
falfa eft. 

it. Adjungendum eft, haud diverfimode nor- 
rari a variis Hiftoricis. Precipua narratio eit 
Ariftee ; diverfiffima eft in Jofepho: Philo, Ju- 
ftinus Martyr, Treneus, Clemens Alexandrinus, 
Eufebius, Hieronymus, Epiphanes, diverfimode 
rem narrant : a pofterioribus adjunguntur Cir- 

cumftantie mirifice, & eundo crefcebat fubula. 
Ex his omnibus apparet, quam parum digna fit 
fide hec Narratio. 


SEC TIO IiIl. 
Quid maxime probabile videatur de Origine 
Verfionts ziius. 
NOS in Scaligeri, & aliorum doétorum fens 


tentiam facilé defcendimus ; qui conjectantur, 
Y¥ 2 alis 
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aliquos ex Judais Helleniftis, & precipué Ale- 
xandrinis, Verfionem illam in ufum fuam ador- 
neffe ; deinde in Synagoga, ob ignorantiam lin- 
gue Hebree, admiflam W& lectam fuiffe. Ut 
autem illam Ptolem@o Philadelpbo adf{criberent, 
occafionem fumpferunt, quando {cilicet Prin- 
ceps ille Judeos Greecorum Lingua & Mori- 
bus uti coegerat. Itaque qui ipfis grecizandi 
neceffitatem attulerat, ei Grecam fuam Verfi- 
onem acceptam retulerunt ; & eo faciliis huc 
deveniffe videntur, quod noturh effet, cum in- 
gentem Bibliothecam collegiffe ; lis enim non 
difficile fuit fingere, eum inter alios libros vo- 
juiffe Judeorum Leges habere. Deinde ea fa- 
bula ab otiofo Judao contexta eft ; qua non 
contenti qui poftea venerunt, addiderunt Com- 
mentum de 72. cellulis, & alias circumftantias, 
que non occurrunt apud Arifteum, & Judeos 
{criptores, 


Si queratur, quo tempore facta fit hec Ver- 
fio? Refpondebimus, nihil effe certi hac de re: 
Circa primorum Prolemeorum tempora, immo 
forte fub Prtolemeo Philadelpbo exaratam fuiffe, 
verifimile eft. Nam tunc Judai difperfi oblivif- 
cebantur Hebraice lingue, & Grece affuefce- 
bant: Itaque ab illo tempore neceflaria fuit. 
Hoc conftat tempore Chrifti, & au€toritate Phi- 
lonis & Jofephi, Verfionem illam magno in 
pretio apud Judzos habitam fuiffe ; quod con- 
ftat ex Jofepho, Ariftea, & novo Teftamento, 
ubi loca facre Scripture fecundum Verfionem 
i!lam laudantur. 

Quod fi queratur, quinam fint ejus Authores, 
an unus ? an plures? Refpondemus nos igno- 
rare; fed hoc 4 vero abhorret 72. Nam tot 
homi- 
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homines eidem operi manum admoventes, pro- 
culdubio fefe invicem impediviffent, potius quam 
juviffent. Hoc conftat, omnes veteris Tefta- 
menti libros ab eodem verfos non fuiffe, ut pa- 
tet ex ftyli diverfirate. Imo ex vagits VOCeS, 
eadem) nomina propria animant tium, pl lantarum, 
menfurarum, diverfimodé in variis vertuntur, 
pauca exempla afferre juvat. 


Vox MUS vertitur a «5 in pluribus libris 
vertitur ges, ni fallor. 

MNDY nunc vertunt we, nunc av@, &e. 

TWHs§ nunc vertunt #2es‘, nunc ag:d, nunc 
Emons, Nunc way, nune tieeresa. 

CN nunc vertunt dwaows, nunc Juad, nunc 
garlov 765. 

c— AN nunc vertunt veaeo, nune arise. 

[=| nunc vertunt aseae, nunc xevord grey 
yume 3 Nunc Judo? » NUNC wavgpey four. 


Fatemur fepé accedere, ut iidem Interpretes, 
five per oblivionem, five per inconf{tantiam, 
phrafes & voces eafdem varie reddant : Sed cum 
obfervamus quafdam voces conftanter in certis 
libris reddi, & alio modo in aliis libris, non in 
vocibus vulgaribus, fed in vocibus notabilibus, 
colligere debemus ab eifdem Interpretibus verfos 
non effe. Revera vetuftiores Scriptores innuunt 
folum Peutateuchum a 72. Interpretibus {crip um 
effe, & reliquos libros a diverfa manu tranflatos 
fuiffe. Et fané omnes fatentur, Pentateucham 
longé accuratius effe verfum quam reliqua ; E- 
zechielem etiam optimeé, fed Danielem omnium 
peflime verfos effe. 
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SECTIO W. 


De Verfionis illius Authoritate €? Utilitate. 


INTER Judzos veteres, magnum fuit 
fententiarum divortium, circa pretium _illius 
Verfionis. Nam Judei Syriaci abominantur il- 
lam Verfionem, & publicum jejunium cele- 
brant, eo quod illa Verfio faéta fuiffet. Con- 
tra, Judei Hellenifte celebrabant diem feftum, 
ob illam Verfionem, unde faétum eft, ut fepif- 
fimée & plerumq; Veteris Teftamenti loca lau- 
dentur juxta Verfionem illam, non tamen fem- 
per. Nam aliquando fecundum Hebraicum Tex- 
tum, aliquando ex memoria tantum citantur. 
Quicquid fit, dubitari nequit, quin hec Verfio 
magni fit ufus. 


1°. Ad Textum intelligendum : Cum enim 
fit Verfio antiqua, poterant Interpretes illius 
melitis nOffe fenfum vocum Hebraicarum, quam 
pofteriores, & potiffimum in vocibus ; ut di- 
cunt am repuWos 3 b. e. que femel tantum 
reperiuntur. 


2°. Utilis eft ad Textum emendandum, quod 
oftendere variis exemplis poffumus, nifi prolixi- 
tatem vitaremus. Sufficit unum afferre ; Exod 
cap. xl. ver. 40. ubi de Hebreorum commo- 
ratione in /Egypto fit mentio, hec leguntur : 
Commoratio autem fliorum Vfrael, qua manferunt 
in Figypto, fuzt guadringentorum triginta anno- 
vum. Attamen conftat ex hiftoria, non nifi 
dimidium tempus effluxiffe, a Jacobi defcen- 
fione in Egyptum, ufque ad Ifraelitarum ex illa 
| exi- 
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exitum ; in hac Verfione occurrit folutio : Le- 
gimus enim in ea, Commorationem ipforum in 
FEgypto, € eorum patrum in terra Canaan, fu- 
i[fe 4.30. aunorum. 


3°, Utilis eft ad rationem reddendam Cita- 
tionum, que occurrunt in Novo Teftamento. 


4.°. Stylus ipfe N. T. ex hac Verfione illu- 
{tratur: Nam idem eft Stylus & Lingua, nem- 
pe Lingua Grecd, & Hebraicd mixta. 
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ARTICLE XXXVI. 


A CHARGE 4deliver’d to the Reverend the 
_ Crercy of the Diocefe of St. David's, 
in @ Triennial Vifitation of the fame in 
Auguft, 1728. By the Right Reverend 
Father in God, RicHaRD, Lord Bifhop 
of St.David’s. In 8vo. pagg. 44. Print- 
ed for James and John Knapton, in St. 
~Paul’s Church-yard. 1729. 


ie TENDING in another Article to give an 
account of the Bifhop of St. David’s late 
Vindication of our Saviour’s Miracles, againft 
Mr. Woolfton ; we think it firft proper, previous 
to this, to give fome account of the Charge he 
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deliver’'d to his Diocefe on this occafion ;. as 
having been publifh’d before it, as introductory 
to it. 


It confifts of five parts. The Firf contains 
the general Nature of the Evidence on which 
Chrifizanity is founded. 

Secondly, ‘That the particular Facts, on which 
Chriftianity is founded, are Things in their own 
nature moft juftly credible. 

Thirdly, That thofe Faéts are fupported by 
the beft of moft authentick Teftimonies, that 
any matters of that kind are capable of. 

Fourthly, That thole Faéts were not only well 
fupported by original Teftimonies, but continue 
to this day to be fo on the fame Foundation, 
and are ftill juftly credzble. 

And Laftly, The Bifhop offers fome account, 
in the critical and hiftorical way, of the beft 
Apologifts for the Chriftian Religion, both a- 
mong the Ancients and Moderns, in order to 
form a rational Scheme for the more accurate 
ftudy of them. 


The firft four of thefe will more properly 
fall under confideration, in treating of the 
larger Work hereafter ; fo, to avoid repetition, 
we fhall omit them here, and confine ourfelves 
only to the fifth and laft; or, bis critical and 
hiftovical Acccunt of the beft Apologifis for the 
Chriftian Religion, both among the Ancients and 
Moderns, &c. ‘and which alone indeed is fuffici- 
ent to furnifh out a very inftructive and curi- 
ous Article. 


THO’ the writings of many of the Apolo- 


gifts for the Chriftian Religion, in the earlieft 
Ages, 
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Ages, fuch as Eu/ebius’s 30 Books in anfwer to 
Porpbyry, and the latter 10 Books of Cyri/ in 
an{wer to ‘Fulian, are entirely loft, and though 
there are only fome Fragments left of fome 
others of them; yet, God be thank’d, there are 
feveral very ancient Apologies now extant, that, 
befides the intrinfick Evidence offer’d by them 
for our holy Faith, have fully eftablifh’d the ex- 
ternal Teftimonies of thofe Faéts, on which the 
Credibility of the Chriiftian Religion is ground- 
ed. And agreeably to the prefent fubjeét, I 
fhall now feleé&t fome of thofe early Apologi/?s 
that infift on facts, without taking notice of 
thofe in the firft Ages, that made it their chief 
bufinefs to expofe the édolatrous Worfbip of the 
Heathens, or to vindicate the Chriftians from 
the fcandalous Imputations that were caft upon 
them ; two fubjects, that engroffed the pens of 
many of the ancient Apologifts. 

The firft that occurs is Quadratus, a difciple 
of the Apoftles, who prefented an Apology for 
the Chriftians to the Emperor Adrian 5 of which 
a very material Fragment is preferved in the 
Hiftory of * Eufebius, who faw the whole : 
Namely, ‘* That none could doubt of the Truth 
“* of the Miracles of Fe/us Chrif? ; becaufe the 
“ Perfons that were healed, or raifed from the 
** dead by him, had been feen, not only when 
“© he wrought his Miracles, or whilft he was 
“* upon Earth, but even a very great while after 
“* his death ; fo that there are many, {ays he, 
°° that were yet living in our time.” 

The next Writer I fhall mention is Fufi7# Alar- 
tyr ; who in his Apology offer’d to Antoninus Pi- 
#5, about 140 years after Chrift, is not only very 


* Eufeb. H. E. 1. iv. c. 3. 
copie 
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copious in his Citations of ancient Prophecies re- 
lating to our Lord, and particularly with regard 
to the Miracles perform’d by him, but he ex- 
prefsly appeals to the Roman Cen/us, the Defcrip- 
tion or Taxation under Cyrenius, for the Birth 
of “Fefus Chri, and to the publick Aéfs and Com- 
stentaries of Pilate for the truth of his miracu- 
Jous Works, and the authentick account of his 
death. And indeed in his Dialogue with Trypho 
the ew, he purfues the proof of ‘Fe/us’s title to 
the Meffiah/bip, by a multitude of Texts cited 
out of the Old Teftament in favour of him. 
Tertullian too, about 200 years after Chrift, 
in his famous Apology tor the Chriftians, appeals 
for the truth of the Predi¢tions of the ancient 
Prophets about Fe/us Chrift, and likewife of his 
Miracles, and the extraordinary Eclipfe which 
happen’d at his death, together with the great 
Earthquake at the fame time; to the Records 
of the Heathens, and particularly to the Tefti- 
mony of Pilate, as fent to Ziberius the Roman 
Emperor ; who would, in confequence, have 
voted him in the Senate into the number of their 
Gods. And to thefe proofs Tertullian adds ano- 
ther wonderful fa€t, namely, the Eftablifhment 
of the Church, notwithftanding the rage of Per- 
fecutions. | 
Origen deferves to be confider’d next, both in 
order of time, namely, as he flourifhed in the 
former part of the third Century, and likewife 
out of a juft refpect to his real Merits, moft fig- 
nally difplay’d in his admirable Vindication of 
the Chriftian Religion, againft the Sophiftry of 
its moft malicious Adverfary, Cel/us, the Epicu- 
reat. A Work of great Learning and Accuracy, 
and indeed the very beft Apology for our holy 
4 Faith 


we 





Art. 36. the Republick of Letters. 347 


Faith which is come down to us from the primi- 
tive times. For he eftablifhes the Chriftian Re- 
ligion by the Hiftory of our Lord, his miracu- 
lous Works, his Death, and his Re/urrectiou. He 
appeals for the truth of the preternatural E- 
clipe, and concomitant Earthquake, at our Sa- 
viour’s Paffion and Death, in confirmation of 
the foremention’d Facts, to Phlegon’s Chronicon 
then extant. Indeed Ce//us himfelf, in the large 
quotations from his 'Treatife againft the Chrifti- 
ans made by * Origen, cites the Go/pels for fe- 
veral Facts concerning Chri/?, and particularly 
acknowledges that he cured the Blind and the 
Lame, and raifed the Dead ; tho’ he calumniates 
thofe Facts as magical Impoftures, and perverfly 


denies that they prove Fe/us to be the Son of 
God. 


To him the Bifhop adds Eu/febius of Ce/farea, 
who in his largeWorks of Evangelical Preparation 
aud Demonftration has not only expofed the 
Falfehood of the Gentile Religion, and the im- 
perfection of the Jewifh, but has evinced from 
a long Train of Jewifh Prophecies that Fe/us is 
the promifed Meffiah, and from his Miracles 
and Doétrines that he was no Impoftor. And 
all this with a great Variety of 'Teftimonies and 
Arguments and Learning. And indeed it is to 
be lamented, that his ten laft Books of the De- 
monftration of the Gofpel are entirely loft. How- 
ever, this Lofs is in fome meafure repair’d by 
the Fatts about Fe/us Chrift related in his Chro- 
nicom, a great part of which noble Work is ftill 
extant, in which he appeals to the Teftimonies 
of the forementioned Ph/egon-({fome Fragments 


* Vd. L. I ¢. Celfum. 
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of which accurate Chronologer he has prefer- 
ved) for the Truth of the forefaid Eclipfe and 
Earthquake at our Lord’s Crucifixion. And in 
En/ebius’s 'Treatife againft Héeroc/es that is ftill 
extant, he has not only fhewn that Apoonins 
Tyaneus, propofed by that Philofopher as a Ri- 
val of Fefus Chrift with regard to mtraculous Per- 
formances, admits of no Comparifon with him, 
and that his Life wrote by Pdiloffratus, and ex- 
tant at this Day, is fabulous and romantick, 
(tho’ intended by an Empre/s for the Support of 
Paganifm) but likewife that by Hierocles’s draw- 
ing a Parallel, tho’ a very unjuft one, between 
the Miracles of Chri? and Apollonius, he ac- 
knowledges that Fefus did actually and in faé& 
work Miracles, tho’ he endeavours to depretiate 
them by that vile Comparifon. 

Another Apologift for Chriftianity that I fhall 
mention on this Occafion, is Cyri/ of Alexan- 
dria, who replied to Fulian the Apoftate that 
had attacked the Chriftian Religion with the 
greateft infolence and ridicule. His Work is 
a full and folid Confutation of what Fulian 
had objected, in a more general way, againft 
Fefus Chri? and his Religion ; confifting of ten 
Books, wrote in an{wer to the firft Book of Fu- 
Jian againft the Go/pe/s. And it is great pity 
but we had his Anfwer to the other two viru- 
lent Books of that Apoftate. However, as Cy- 
vil has given us very large Extracts of Fulian 
in his own words, we find that Fulian acknow- 
ledged that ‘Fe/us Chri had performed miracu- 
lous Cures on the Blind and Lame, and had 
difpoffefs’d Daemons ; tho’ he pretended to ac- 
count for thofe wonderful Performances by a 
fuperior Skill in Magick ; which was what he 


himfelf was moft zealoufly addicted to, in order 
to 
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to retrieve the Caufe of Pagani/m, andthe Wor- 
fhip of Demons. But how falfe foever that hy- 
votes is, the faid Fats relating to Fe/us Chrif 
were confefs’d by him to be true. 


The Bifhop fays he fhould be too long, if he en- 
ter’d into an exact Abridgment of St. 4u/tin’s great 
Work of the City of God, St. Chry/oftome’s Dit- 
courfes againft the Fews, and Theodorer’s Thera- 
peutick, or Cure of the Paffions and Prejudices of 
the Greeks ; all which are moft: learned and ex- 
cellent Performances in defence of the Chriftian 
Religion, and which more efpecially infift on 
the Facts relating to our Bleffed Lord, and the 
wonderful Propagation of the Gofpel through- 
out the World. But he heartily recommends 
them, as fome of the beft Pieces of Antiquity 
on this Subject, to their diligent perufal ; tho’ 
he has not time allow’d him to lay before them 
a more minute account of them on this occa- 
fion. 


But he now comes to the Afodern Writers in 
favour of Chriftianity ; the moft eminent of 
which, as felected out of a great number of 
them, are thofe that follow, which are ranged 
as near as may be in order of time. The Trea- 
tife of the Zruth of the Chriftian Faith by Ludo- 
vicus Vives, a perfon that contributed to the re- 
vival of ancient Learning, and flourifh’d at the 
very beginning of the Reformation, muft be al- 
low’d to be very inftructive as well: as entertain- 
ing. It was wrote with care, was the refult of 
many years, and indeed the laft Work of his 
Life. And if his Arguments are fomewhat dif- 
fufed, and not always fo clofe and preffing as 


thofe of fome other Writers, yet they muft be 
- allow’d 
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allow’d to be very good, and fet off with great 
variety of pleafing Dialogues, and couch’d in 
familiar Converfations on this important Sub- 
ject ; both in Vindication of the Chriftian Re- 
ligion, and in Confutation of Fews, Mahonie- 
tans and Pagans. 

De Mornay’s Book of the Zruth of Chrifti- 
anity abounds not only with a great deal of an- 
cient Learning, fet off with all the Embellith- 
ments of an elegant pen, in his preparatory 
proofs of Natural Religion, but his clear and 
excellent Arguments for the Meffiah/bip of Fe- 
fus, and confirms the Credibility of the Go/pel 
by the ancient Zew7/o Authors and philofophi- 
cal Gentiles. And indeed his Defence of our 
holy Faith is wrote with fo honeft a Spirit, and 
fo unaffected a Sincerity, as to excufe his At- 
tempt to prove the Doétrine of the Trinity by 
the mere Light of Nature, and particularly by 
Platonical Arguments ; as well as to apologize 
for his Quotations of fome ancient Authors, 
‘that have been thought of dubious and fufpeét- 
ed credit by feveral learned perfons, as has been 
infinuated by * Grotzus, in the Introduction to 
his own immortal performance on this great Sub- 
ject ; Cas well as t elfewhere 5) which I now 
go on to confider. 


This Work of Grotius, of the Zruth of the 
Chrifiian Religion, is without controverfy one 
of the moft rational, learned, and convincing 
Treatifes, that ever appear’d in Vindication of 
Chriftianity. His Arguments for it, befides thofe 


* Vid. Grot. de Ver, Chrift. Rel. L. I. p. 1, 2. 
+ Vid. Grot. Epift. ad Voff! inter praeft. Vir. Ep. p.797. 
offer'd 
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offer’d for its zutrinfick edccelency, are founded up- 
on Faéts, and thofe Faéts well fupported by juft 
and proper Authorities, both facred and profane. 
And indeed his own Annotations on his judicious 
Book, are worthy of fo great a Mafter of cri- 
tical Learning, and in fome refpeéts as valuable 
as his Book itfelf No one has more accurately 
confider’d the proofs of Chriftianity in the way 
of Faéts and Teftimonies ; and no one has in 
fo {mall a compafs more folidly confuted Paga- 
nifm, Mabometifm, and modern ‘fudai/m. And 
if he were affifted in the compofure of this 
Book by feveral other Authors on the fame Sub 
ject, and more efpecially by the valuable Per- 
formance of a Writer otherwife juftly of ill 
Fame ; I mean, Fauffus Socinus’s little Book 
de * Auctoritate S. Scripture ; this Affiftance, 
I fay, is no more than what Grotéus himfelf has 
frankly acknowledg’d in general terms ; when, 
in the prefatory Part of his Treatife, he de- 
clares, that having read all proper Books on that 
occafion, he felected out of ancient and mo- 
dern Authors thofe Arguments that had the 
greateft weight with him, and upon the ufe 
of his own judgment really convine’d him. And 
no doubt this incomparable Work of his would 
have the fame influence on the minds of others, 
that will not only perufe it with impartiality, 
but make themfelves, by an attention fuitable 
to fo important a Subject, abfolute Mafters 
both of his Arguments and Annotations on 
them. And therefore the repeated ftudy of this 
admirable little Book, cannot be too warmly re- 
commended at this Junéture, and more efpe- 
cially to the Younger part of my Clergy, 


* Steinfurti, A. 1611. Edit. Vorft. 
The 
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The next eminent modern Defender of. the 
Chriftian Religion that I fhall mention, is Bi- 
fhop Stzlingfieet, one of the brighteft Orna- 
ments of our Church and Nation tor his great 
and univerfal Learning. Of this he has given 
an eminent Inftance in his Origines Sacre ; a 
Work, that truly anfwers to its Title of Ras 
tional Grounds of the Chriftian Faith. In this 
elaborate Treatife, not only the Principles and 
Sophiftry of the Adverfaries of Natural and Re- 
weal’d Religion are confuted and expofed, but 
the Truth of the Chriftian Religion is firmly 
eftablifhed on the Faéts relating to our Lord, 
and particularly on the Accomplifhment of the 
ancient Prophecies in him, and the performance 
of real Miracles by him ; and all this upon an 
impartial Tryal of prophetical Predi€tions and 
Miracles in general. This is a work, that tho’ 
it may be ftylcd juvenz/e with regard to the age 
of its Author, yet was performed with all the 
judgment of riper years. And if it had pleafed 
God to have granted leifure to that moft leaan- 
ed perfon, in his more advanced years, not on- 
ly to have modell’d anew, but to have actually 
adapted in a more exact manner the Scheme of 
that Work to the later objections of Infidels, 
as the great Author of it propos’d to do, it had 
arrived no doubt at a degree of Perfection be- 
yond what the Chriftian world has hitherto feen 
among all the modern Writers on that Subject. 
And to this Performance we ought to fubjoin, 
by way of Appendix, the fame learned Perfon’s 
Letter to a Deift, wrote in his maturer age, 
and that contains very judicious Solutions of  [ 
the principal objeCtions advanced by that Sett 
of 





2° 








we ™~ 


[7 wae 





Art. 36. the Republick of Letters. 252 


of Men, againft the Authority of the Holy 
Scriptures. 

However, the foremention’d defect has been 
in good meafure fupplied by Muetzus’s Demon- 
firatio Evangelica ; a Work of great Exacinefs 
and Learning, put into a mathematical drefs, 
and adorned with Propofitions, Demonttrati- 
ons and Corollaries, as far as the nature of the 
thing will admit. In this excellent performance, 
the particular Teftimonies of the Facts recorded 
in the Go/pe/ are more tully expatiated on, and 
more minutely vindicated trom the Obdjections 
of our Adverfaries, than in other Apologies. And 
as the Title of it is borrow’d from the great 
Work of the famous Eu/ebius, fo does this \Vork 
itfelf, in imitation of that learned Fetber, {o 
abound with Teftimonies and other proots of 
the Faéts of our Lord, as to make fome amends 
for the loft Books of that ancient Bifhop on this 
very Subject. 

The friendly Conference of Profeffor Limborch 
with a learned Jew, about the Truth of the 
Chriftian Religion, deferves likewile to be men- 
tion’d here with honour. For, by more credi- 
ble and valid Teftimonies in tavour of Ze/us, 
than the Few could produce in favour of Moles, 
on whom he believed in virtue of thofe very 
Teftimonies, our Author triumph’d over the 
learned Few, anfwer’d his objections, and efta- 
blifhed the Truth of the Chrifzan Religion in a 
very rational and convincing manner: As indeed 
Origen had done before him, by the ufe of the 
fame method, in his Anfwer to Ced/us. 


Another learned Perfon, afterwards a Prelate 
of our Church, A?dder, Bifhop of Bath and 
Wells, began, a little before Lémborch’s Work 
NovEMBER 1729. Z ap- 
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appear’d, his Demonfiration of the Meffiab; to 
which, after fome years, he added two other Vo- 
Jumes. As he was particularly converfant in the 
Fewifh Learning, he was very well qualified for 
proving the Truth of the Cor iftian Religion, not 
merely trom the ufual Topicks, but by anfwering 
the moft fubtle Pewifh objections. And as Lim- 
borch replied to the inaitsanliibaistes of a 
learned fos fo did He folve the difficulties con- 
tained in two virulent Manufcript-Treatifes a- 
gainft the Truth of Chriftianity, induftrioufly 
handed about by the Fewz/o Rabbins, and given 
out to be unanfwerable. But as the Poifon was 
diffufed in a fecret manner, fo was an Antidote 
proportionable to it communicated by our Au- 
thor publickly to the World ; which was well 
received, and has met with good fuccefs. 
Another Treatife of the Truth of the Chri 
ftian Religien, that deferves particular notice, is 
that of Abbadie, a learned French Refugec, late- 
ly departed this: Life ; who not only has laid 
down, and vindicated, the general Principles of 
all Religion, in an e aly but convincing way of 
reafoning, but has firmly eftablifhed the Truth 
of the Go/pel on unconteftable Faéts ; and after 
he had plac’d in a very clear light the Prophecies 
and Miracles of Zefus Chrift, anfwer’d the Obe 
jections of the Incredufous in a fatisfactory and 
rational manner. 


The Bifhop thinks himfelf oblig’d to add, at 
once, to the preceding Writers on this Subjeét, 
two others in our own Country, that at a {mall 
interval of time laid down a few fhort rules, both 
for demonftrating the Certainty of the Chriftian 
Religion, as it is founded on matters of Fact, 
con- 
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confider’d as publickly perform’d, well attefted, 
and tuithtully tranfmitted by ftanding Memori- 
als to tuture Ages ; and likewife for detecting 
any religions Iimpoftures, by an application of the 
peculiar and diftinguifhing Characters of them 
there affign’d ; a particular Inftance of which is 
given in the Impofture of Mabomet. 'Thefe are 
contain’d in Lefley’s fhort and eafy Methcd with 
the Deifts aud Jews, and Prideaux’s Letter to 
the Deifis, at the end of his excellent Life of 
Mahomet. And indeed, they are both of them 
very happil y coincident in giving a concife hi- 
{torica! Demonfiration of the Truth of the Chrz- 
ftian Religion. 

Another of our learned Countrymen ought 
not in juftice to be omitted on this occafion ; the 
Bifhop means the late Profeflor Ferkin 5; whofe 
rational Vindication of the Truth and Excellency 
of the Chriftian Religion deferves very juftly the 
Applaufe of all good Men among us. But tho’ 
his Argument falls in with our a efent Subject, 
as founded on the Facts of the Go/pe/, yet fince 
his finifhed Treatife is now, or ought to be, in 
all Men’s hands that are ae: fed with rational [i 
vidence tor their Religion, and defire the ftr 
eft conviction poffible of the Certainty of 
fitanity 3 he only recommends in ber fo 
valuable a Performance to the r perm of his Bre- 
thren of the Clergy, as part of that Ariaour of 
Faith, which it is neceffary to put on in detence 
of the Go/pel of Chrijt. 


ng- 
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The Bifhop fays, he cannot with decency con- 
clude this critical Catalogue of the diftinguifh’d 
Champions for Chriftianity, without a fhort re- 
commendation of another Writer on this Sub- 
1e€t, Houteville, a learned Frenchman now living 
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who has very lately obliged the World with a 
large and excellent Performance, in which he 
has laid afide all other Topicks, and eftablifh’d 
the Truth of the Chriftian Religion entirely on 
the Fudts relating to Fe/us Chri, both in his 
Accomplifhment of Prophecies, and Perform- 
ance of Miracles. And it muft be acknowledg’d, 
that he has not onty ftated very juftly thofe im- 
portant Faé7s, but clear’d them from the Obje- 
étions of Infidels, both ancient and modern, 
And he recommends this Work with the greater 
fatisfaction, not only becaufe of its immediate 
Connexion with the Subject of the prefent Dif- 
courfe, but on account of the Opportunity he 
now enjoys of giving fome fort of new publi- 
cation to a Book, that is not yet fo well 
known in the World as it merits to be, and 
efpecially in the prefent fituation of Religion 
among us. 

The Bifhop adds, if he were not fenfible into 
how great a bulk his Difcourfe is already {well’d, 
he might fubjoin an Appendix of very excellent 
and ufeful Writers on the preceding Subject : 
He means, of thofe that have diftinguifh’d them- 
felves on this Argument in the Lecture founded 
by the juftly celebrated Mr. Boyle, together 
with thofe that have vindicated Chriflianity a- 
gainft the late, or rather the prefent Attempts 
of Infidelity, as carried on by the Author or Au- 
thors of the Grouuds aud Reafons of Chriftianity 
falfely fo ftiled, and of the pretended Confu- 
tation of the Literal Scheme of Prophecy. On 
which occafion, no one has appear’d with greater 
-Honour to himfelf, and Edification of the Church, 
than his very learned Brother the prefent Bifhop 
of Coventry and Litchfield. But the praife of 
living 
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living admir’d Authors, is not only too difficult 
to be attempted, and efpecially towards the pe- 
riod of a Difcourfe ; but that worthy Prelate 
is as much above all Views of Applaute, as his 
two elaborate Treatifes on this Subject really 
deferve it. 
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ARTICLE XXXVIL 


HisTorrkE de ConstTANTIN Le Grand, 
Premier Empereur Chréftien, &c. 


That 1s, 


The History of CONSTANTINE the 
Great, the firft Chriftian Erperor. By 
R. F.D. BERNARD de VARENNES, An- 
cient Superior of the Theatins. Paris ; 
Printed for the Widow Urbain Couftelier 
and J. Guerin, in 4to. page. 375. befides 
a Preface of 57 pages. 


u1s Work is divided into fix Books: To 
T which the Author has prefix’d a large 
Preface, wherein he has inferted all fuch Re- 
flexions and Differtations, as might otherwife 
have too much interrupted the thread of the 

Hiftory. 
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He begins it, with propofing his fubject, 
with great fimplicity, yet in fuch a manner, as 
extremely to excite the Curiofity of the Reader. 
Great and important Wars, reiterated Triumphs, 
Idolatry conquer’d and fubdued, Herely con- 
— the Univerfe govern’d by the rules of 

a wile and juft policy ; All thefe naturally raife 
ereat Panebiatibnn, and pave the way for migh- 
ty Events. And the miferable and divided ftate 
ot the Roman Empire, before Conftantine was 
chofen to hold the reins of the Government, 
and fill the Imperial Throne, adds a further lu- 
{tre to the virtues and courage of the Prince, 
who could retrieve and raife it from fuch a difa- 
firous and deplorable ftate, and caufe it again 
to proiper and flourih. 

One is yet more fenfibly touch’d, with a 
clear and full view of the terrible Affli€tions, 
to which the Profeffors of the Chriftian Reli- 
gion had been fo long expofed. ‘Three hun- 
dred years of bitter perfecutions, all more vio- 
lent one than the other, finely painted, and 
warmly repretented in a few pages, make a 
lively impreffion ; and the force and energy of 
the Author’s expreflions on this argument, 
could only proceed trom a true and lively fenfe 
of Religion that poffels’d his mind. This fhort 
but full a account of the original and primitive 
{tate of perfecuted Chriftianity, muft neceffarily 
give a great idea of Hii, who firft durft favour 
and fuppc rt by his protection, a number of in- 
nocent and unfortunate men, who till then had 
only groan’d under a long courfe of the unjuft- 
eft tyranny and oppreffion. 

The Reverend F. Bernard de Varennes does 
not fatisfy himfelf with merely fhewing the vir- 
I tues 
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tues of the Great Con/fantine ; He undertakes 
alfo here to juftity him, againft all the accufati- 
ons of his enemies, whether Pagans or Apo- 
fiates, or others, who either from an unthink- 
ing and fuperficial, or malicious temper, are 
more attentive to the faults and blemifhes, than 
the perfections and virtues of great Men : And 
particularly replies to thofe, which fu/zau the 
Apoftate brings again{t him. ‘This he does with 
judgment and temper. Yet neither is our Au- 
thor blind to the vices of this Prince, nor too 
much prejudiced in his tavour. He very frank- 
ly condemns the cruel juftice he exercifed in 
his own family. If he fuggefts what may be 
alledg’d a little to excufe and mitigate the im- 
placable feverity of a Father and Husband on 
this occafion, “tis rather, that he might omic 
nothing relating to his fubjeét, than that he 
thought them a fufficient juftification. He con- 
cludes his Preface, with an anfwer to the obje- 
ctions that might be made againft his manner 
cf writing in this performance. As the Reader 
muft decide in all fuch difputes and controver- 
fies, we fhall not enter here into any further 
detail, but proceed to give fome account of the 
Work itfelf. 
| 


The Hiftory of the reign of Dzocletian, takes 
up part of the firft Book ; yet here Conftantine 
is alfo often brought upon the ftage. Here we 
find the hiftory of his Infancy and Education, 
and the firft effays of his youthful courage, 
which exercifing itfelf upon boars and wild 
beafts, was thus prepared and enabled aftere 
wards to engage and conquer the united forces 
of barbarous Tyrants. The odious chara¢ters 
of his feveral Competitors for the Imperial Dia- 
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dem, make alfo an agreeable contraft, and add 
a delightful variety to this part of his ftory. 


In the fecond Book, Conftantine never dif- 
appears: We find him here always in action. 
Sometimes in the cabinet, preventing by wife 
meaiures the artificial Politicks of Galerius ; at 

other times, at the head of his armies, difcon- 
certing and breaking all the projects and defigns 
of his” Rivals. Here Maxeutins and Maximian 
yield fucceflively to his fuperior conduét and 
courage. Several paffages tranflated from the 
pancg} rick and hiftory of Eu/edius, are here in- 
ferted, partly to adorn, and partly to confirm 


the whole. This fecond Book concludes with 
the famous ftory of the Apparition of the Cro/s, 
wich gave him an entire affurance of a com- 


pleat Victory over all his Enemies, and was to 
Chrifianity a certain pledge of its Triumph 
over all the Powers of this World. 


Atter which, in the third Book, the Reader 
is only entertained with the hiftory of thofe 
famous Battels and Conquefts, that proved fo 
glorious to Confiantine ; becaufe he took a par- 
ticular care, to make all their fuccefs and glory 
redound to the eftablifhment and advancement 
of Chrifianity. Were the defeat, death, and 
de{pair of a Maximian, a Maxentius, and a Dio- 
cletiai, are reprefented and touch’d with all the 
beauty and life, and that variety of glowing co- 
lours, fuch tragical events are capable of. 

During all this period and interval, Conftau- 
tine had only Pagans and Idolaters to contend 
with, who on every occafion found his great 
conduct and courage an over-match for them, 
But, in the fourth Book, a new fort of — 
aries 
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faries ftart up ; Adverfaries, perhaps, of a more 
dangerous nature to a Chriftian Emperor: And 
thefe were the Donatifts and Arians. ‘The talfe 
piety of a proud Lady, that had degenerated 
into Fanaticifm and Enthufiafm, had like to 
have proved fatal to the Chriftian Church, had 
not the wifdom and integrity of the Emperor, 
affifted by the advice and direction of feveral 
learned and holy perfons, prevented the {pread- 
ing of the contagion, and its taking eficct. 
The nature and danger of this Schifm, the 
feveral articles which it profefs’d, and parts of 
which it confifted, the trouble and confufion it 
introduced into the Church, €c. take up the 
greateft part of the fifth Book. They are only 
interrupted by a relation of the victories he ob- 
tained over the Barbariaus, who made an in- 
furrection by the inftigation of Licinins, and 
at laft over Licinius himfelf. By the death of 
this his unworthy Collegue and Partner of the 
Empire, Confiantine became fole Mafter of the 
World. Then broke out the Ar7zu Controverfy, 
that gave fo much difturbance both to Church 
and State. The fpirit and fyftem of this Sec 
and Party, is here particulariy explained and 
unfolded. The religious Difcourfes of Con/fau- 
tine, the infinite care and pains he took to put 
an end to thofe differences in Religion, and Cit 
it had been poffible) to have ftifled and extine- 
guifhed them in the birth; the feveral Chara- 
ters of Ofius, Alexander, and Athanafius, make 
fo many beautiful Epifodes in this Narra- 
tion. 

Hitherto the reputation of Conffantine was 
unfullied, and above reproach ; but now it was 
he gave into that exceflive feverity of condemn 
ing to death his Son Cri/pus, his Emprefs Fax/ic 
and 
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and his Nephew Lzcénius. In the fixth and 
laft Book, we have the Hiftory of that famous 
City, which took its name from the Emperor, 
and which became equally a Monument of his 
piety and magnificence. His zeal and firmnefs 
to fupport and advance the Chriftian Caufe, ne- 
ver cool’d, but continued to the laft. At a 
time when the Church was moit rent and divi- 
ded, by inteftine difputes and divifions, this 
Prince, who was the moft capable to hea ‘d and 
compoie them, was attack’d with his laft ma- 
lady. The a relates here, in the moft 
affecting manner, the fentiments with which he 
was potfets'd on his receiving Bapti/im ; the 
rules and orders he gave, fall of wifdom and 
piety, before his death. ‘The peace and tran- 
quillity of mind he then en} joy'd, the confidence 
and affurance he fhew’d of a happy Immorta- 
lity, make him now appear much greater, in 
thefe his laft moments, than in all the courfe 
of his former Victories and ‘Triumphs. 


After making a fhort recapitulation of the 
principal Events of the reign of Conftantiue, 
the Author adds, by way of Appendix, the Te- 
ftimonies of the Ancients, and the Elogzuivs 
which the Fathers beftow’d upon him. Thefe 
are the fure and certain Vouchers of the feve- 
ral particulars contained in the courfe of this 
Hiftory ; and who have left to pofterity the ac- 
count of the principal Faéts, that ferve to fup- 
port and adorn the Charatter of the firft Chri- 
{tian Emperor. 
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ARTICLE XXXVI. 


A VINDICATION of Human Liberty : In 
Anfwer to a Differtation on Liberty and 
Neceflity , written by A.C. Efyy By 


= 


JOHN Jackson, Reé&for of Roflington 
in the County of York, and Mafler of 
Wigtton’s Hofpital in Leicefter. In 8vo. 
Printed for J. Noon. 1730. 


routs is the Treatife we had in view, when 

r in Art. XX. for the Month of Septem- 
ber, p. 211. and Art. XXIX. for the Month 
of Odfober, p. 287. we promifed a Defence of 
Dr. Clarke’s Arguments tor Lzberty, againft the 
Exceptions made to them, in a late Differtation 
on Liberty and Neceffity, &c. Of the nature 
and force of whofe reafoning, we then gave 
{ome account. 

As this is a fubject of the greateft Impor- 
tance, both to Religion and civil Socicty, we 
fhall begin our account of this new Effay in 
Defence of Human Liberty, by reprefenting the 
great moment of this argument in debate be- 
tween thefe two Writers, in the words of this 
Author, as follows. 
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“© It cannot but be a Concern to all ferious 
Perfons and Lovers of Virtue and true Re- 
ligion, to fee the athei/tical principles of Fate 
and Neceffity [no lefs atheiftical and abfurd 
than the old Epzcurean hypothefis of all Things 
being originally effected and produced by 
Chance, or by blind undirected Matter and 
Motion, without any intelligent firft Caufe or 
Agent at all] fo ftrongly pleaded for, and 
fo much to prevail even amongft Men of 
polite knowledge and good fenfe in other 
matters; and in an age wherein learning 
feems to be almoft at the height, and the evi- 
dence both of natural and reveal’d Religion is 
fet in the cleareft and moft unexceptionable 
light, upon demonftrative principles of nata- 
val Philofopby, and a rational proof of the 
truth of the Scriptures. 
** As it is the’ peculiar happinefs of the pre- 
fent times, above all precedent Ages fince 
that of the Apoftles, that every degree of 
Superfiition (the greateft obftacle to the know- 
ledge of the Chriftian Religion) is difcou- 
rag’d and confuted ; and Chriftianity (which 
fuppofes and is founded upon the truth of na- 
tural Religion) is defended only by original 
genuine evidence of faét, and by arguments 
of natural reafon, without regard to any pre- 
tended authority of men, or of bodies of 
men ; or to what they have determin’d by 
mere pretended authority to be the reveal’d 
Will of God, or the rule of reveal’d Truth: 
So it is a great unhappinefs, that, inftead of 
attending to and making ufe of the rational 
means of natural and religious knowledge, 
and exercifing the faculty of the underftand- 
ing 
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«¢ ing in a free and impartial fearch after truth, 
©¢ men fhould abufe the liberty which they have 
“© of judging freely for themfelves, and wan- 
“© tonly and licentioufly employ their reafon to 
“ prove (if that was poffible) that there is no 
“ fuch thing as Zrutb or Reafon ; that the ap- 
“¢ pearance of things, to our perception and un- 
“ derfianding, is all fallacy, and that we are 
* perpetually deceiv’d in the evidence both of 
“ our fenfation and judgment. ‘This is the mani- 
“© feft confequence of the hypothefis that ba- 
“© man ations are neceffary, which, if true, 
<¢ fhews that our perceptive Faculty is continu- 
“¢ ally impos’d upon, in our fancying that we 
“¢ have a power of adting freely ; which, it is 
“¢ as apparent that we have, as that we /ee or 
°° feel, or have any /en/fations at all: And on 
“ the fame account, our judgment is no lefs 
*¢ impos’d on, in making a diftinétion betwixt 
°° watural and moral Evil, between virtue and 
© vice, right and wrong ; which, upon the no- 
“C tion of Fatality, have no diftinétion but in 
“° name: All Actions (according to this do- 
“ rine) being alike intrinfically juf or unjuft, 
“° good or evil, without any real difference. 

°¢ This notion likewife makes void the obli- 
“* gation of all human Laws, (which fuppofe 
“ the reality of buman ageucy,) and renders 
“° them abfurd, in appointing rewards and pu- 
<¢ nifbments, to prevent evil and to promote 
“ good Aétions ; which, according to this 
“* Scheme, are as neceffary as the fruitfulue/s 
“© or barrenue/s of the Seafons, or as bodily 
“ fickne(s or health. 

“‘ Laftly, The notion of Fate takes away 
“ the foundation of all religious Worfhip, by 
“* taking from men the power of paying di- 
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vine Honours and Adoration unto God by 


cc 
cc 
ce 
cc 


Prayer, Praife and Thanfzgivtng ; which inthe 
nature of them muft be fuppofed to be per/o- 
nal and voluntary A€ts ; and which, if mecha- 
nical and neceffary, are no more real Worfhip 
or Piety, than the Motions of the Elements, 
of Clocks and Watches, or the pulfation of 
our Nerves and Arteries are fo.” 


cc 
cc 
Ge 


After this, the Author obferves, That it was 
after twelve years filence, and not till fince the 
death of Dr. Clarke, that this Differtation a- 
gain{t him is publifhed, in defence of a former 
he had fully confuted fo many years before. 

_ If the Author had any thing new or real to 
“add on this fubject, to what had been offer’d fo 
long before, and which had been fo fully con- 
fider’d and reply’d to by Dr. Clarke, it would 
have look’d better to have propos’d it whilft he 
was alive; and his deferring it till his learned 
Opponent was dead, feems to infer, that he 
had not fo good an opinion of his Caufe, or of 
his arguments in defence of it, as to venture to 
maintain it againft {fo able and learned an Ad- 
verfary. But omitting thefe previous confide- 


rations, we fhall now ‘proceed to the merits of 
the Caufe itfelt 


The Author of the Differtation, &c. having 
collected from Dr. Clarke’s Remarks, and other 
writings, what he fays are the Fundamentals 
from whence all bis reafonings againft the Neceffity 
of human Altions is deduced, fays in anfwer to 
it, That the Doctor bas only bege’d the quefiion, 
by afferting a felf-moving Power in the Soul with- 
out proving tt, and then reajoniug from it as granted 
bin, &e. In conclufion of his Reply to the 


Doctor, 
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Doétor, he thinks * z undeniably folk ows, that 
Fudgment and Attion, fucb as we are capable of, 
| meaning not aétion, but mere paffivene/s | can- 
stot juftly be infer'é to depend on principles totally 
different from each other, as activenefs aid pal 
fivenels are 

That Dr. Clarke did not beg the queftion, 
and merely fuppofe judgment and aétion to de- 
pend on principles totally different from each 
other, is apparent even from what this Gentle- 
aan has collected out of the Doctior’s Re- 
qarRs. 

The Doétor, to prove his point, urg’d this 
example taken notice of by this Author 4 @. 
Efq; viz. “* It oer from feveral promifes, 
“© (fuppofe, ) that “tis at this inftant the Jaf 

© judgment of the divine Underftanding, that 
*¢ *+is not reafonable the World fhould be de- 
“ ftroy’d this day. Does it (lays the Do¢tor) 
“¢ follow from thence, that God’s phyfical power 
“ of deftroying it, is not exaétly the fame this 
“© day, as it will be at any time hereafter 2” 
Now: if there is no neceflary conneétion be- 
tween fuch a final judgment, and God’s aK ical 
power of action ; if it does not (as it plainly 
does not) take away the poffibility of divine 
— or exertion of divine Power in di: ttroy- 

ing the World ; then it is by the Doétor trul V 
inferr’d, that Judging and acting depend on prin- 
ciples totally different from each other; con- 
trary to A. Cc s notion of Neceffity being the 
{pring of both of them ; and 4. C.’s pretence 
that what we call aé7iou and paffivene/s are really 
the fame, is hereby confuted. 


* Pag. 12 
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If 4.C. | who does himfelf nothing but /up- 
pofe, as is here fhewn, the truth of his opinion 
of judging and aéting flowing from the fame 
principle of Necefity, without proving it at all | 
could have fhewn againft Dr. C/arke’s example, 
either that fuch a fizal judgment of the divine 
Underftanding is impoffible or abfurd, or that 
God cannot finally judge it not reafonable to 
deftroy the World to-day, without lofing, or 
being incapable of exerting his natural power 
of deftroying it to-day ; This would have been 
an anfwer to the Doctor; and the Doétor muft 
have alledg’d fome other argument to prove his 
point. But if 4 C. is not able (as he hath 
not attempted) to reply to that argument, he 
fhould not fay that Dr. Clarke begs the quefti- 
on, when one proof of it Camongft feveral 
which he offer’d, and of which not one hath 
yet been anfwer’d) is left unreply’d to by him. 
Nay, it now appears, that the arguments which 
Dr. Clarke had brought for the free Agency of 
God, for the ftri€t and proper freedom of the 
divine Actions, (which before had been deny’d 
and traduc’d as zimpoffible, and even athez/ftical ; 
See philofopzical Euguiry concerning human Liber- 
ty, p. 59. allo Cato’s Letters, p. 170, 174. and 
Defence of buman Liberty, in anfwer to them, 
?: 7y——-21.) have fo far convinc’d this inge- 
nious Gentleman, that he * fays, to deny the firft 
Caufe to be an Agent, is a, contradiction in terms. 
He therefore afcribes unto Ged AlZion, ftrily 
fo called ; and now only denies it with refpeét 
to Man. 
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Dr. Clarke then has happily gain’d the moit 
important point of his adverfary, I hope I may 
fay, of all the adverfaries of Liberty or AlTiony 
and pleaders for an univerfal Nece//ity or Fata- 
lity ; amongft which 4. C. is, I think, the moft 
confiderable: And therefore I hope his exam- 
ple and conviction may be the means of the 
conviction of others, and bring them to ac- 
knowledge that God is ftriétly and properly an 
Agent in the Creation of the World, and con- 
fequently in the Government of it by his Pro- 
vidence. ‘This is the firft and moft fundamen- 
tal Article both of watural and reveald Reli+ 
£70i1. 

The inftance alledg’d by Dr. C/arke to prove 
judging and aéting to be totally different in God, 
may be apply’d to, and will prove the fame with 
re{pect to Mau. 


Supp ofe then that ’tis the laft judgment of 
A. C.’s underftanding, that it is i reafonable 
for him to go a bunting this day, (being, lup- 
pole Sunday ;) does it follow from thence that 
his natural power of going a hunting is not ex- 
actly the fame this day as it will be to-m LOTTO, 
or any time hereafter ? How does his judgment 
of the unfitnefs of the thing, take away his poy 
fical loco-motive power and faculty of doing it ? 
And how, by thinking it not reafonable to 
move, is he thereby compel? d to fit full? With 
whatever force this argument proves that there 
is no connection between approbation and attion 
with refpeét to God, it proves with equal force 
the fame thing with refpect to M~ 

The connection of Ideas which-form the ar- 
gument, is exactly the fame in both refpects ; 
and let AC. try if he can fhew that there is 
NOVEMBER 1729, Aa any 
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any difference in it, when apply’d to divine, and 
when to human judgment and action. And if 
this argument has convine’d 4. C. that with re-~ 
fpect to God, Altion is not neceffarily connected 
with, and determin’d by the Jaft Fudgment of 
the Underftanding, it ought by parity of reafon 
to convince him that they are not neceflarily 
connected in Man ; and that as neceffity of judg- 
ment does not make God a merely paffive Being, 
and take away his Agency; fo neither can it 
make Mana merely paffive Being, or take away 
his Agency. 

There are, befides the foregoing example, 
many other arguments urg’d by Dr. Clarke, to 
demonftrate directly the free Agency of God ; 
and which, as 4. C. ingenuoufly owns, prove, 
that tc deny the firft Caufe to be an Agent, is a 
contradiction tn termts. 


Mr. Fack/ou then fhews 4 C. that Dr. Clarke 
brought other proof for human Liberty of Aécti- 
on alfo, which he has thought fit to take no 
notice of, but which ought to be reply’d to by 
him ; and that the Doctor was really far from 
begging, as 4. C. alledges, the point in que- 
ftion. 

Towards the end of the * Remarks, the Do- 
€or draws up for him the fum of what has 
been faid into one objection ; To which the 
Doétor fays, “ If he can give a clear and di- 
“ ftin& anfwer, after the manner of one who 
“¢ fincerely feeks after the truth-——this whole 
“* matter may then poffibly deferve to be recon- 
“ Gder'd.” 


* Pag. 42, 43. 
** Man 
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** Man either has within himfelf a principle 
of ation, properly {peaking, that is, a /e/f- 
moving taculty, a principle or power of begin- 
ning Motion ; or he has not.” 

“If he has within b imfelf fuch a principle, 
then he is a free, and not a nece(Jary Agent. 
For every ueceffary Agent is mov’d neceffarily 
by fomething elfe ; and then that which 
moves it, not the thing itfelf which is mo- 
ved, is the trve and culy caufe ot the action. 
°° If Man has not wéthin bimfelf a principle 
or power of /e/f-votion, then every motion 
and adizon of Man is ftriétly and properly 
produc’d by the efficiency of fome extrinfick 
Caufe : which Cau/e mutt be either what we 
ufually call the sotzve or reafon, upon which 
a man acts ; or elfe it muft be fome infenfible 
fubtle Matter, or fome other Being or Sub- 


* flauce making an impreffion upon him. 
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** If the rea/ous or motives upon which a man 
acts, be the émediate and efficteut Caufe of 
the action ; then either abfract notions, {uch 
as all reafons and motives are, have a real 
fudjfiftence, that is, are theinfelves Subfiances ; 
or elfe that which has @t/e/f no real jubfifience, 
can put a Bedy into motion: either of which 
is manifeftly abfurd. 

“ If infenfible fuitle Matter, or any other 
Being or Subfiance continually making im- 
preffion upon a man, be the immediate and 
efficient Caufe of his acting ; then the moti- 
on of that fubtle Matter or Subjiance mutt be 
caus’d by fome other Subftance, and the mo- 
tion of that by fome other, till at laft we ar- 
rive at a free Agent ; and then Liverty is a 
poffible thing ; and then Jfan poffibly may 
have Liberty : And if he may poffibly have 
Aaz it, 
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“< it, then experience wiil prove that he proba- 
“© bly, nay, that he certainly has it.” 


And that 4.C. may not think to avoid the 
force of this argument, by his having now 
yielded to part of it, namely, That God is a 
free Agent ; he here further propofes to his ccn- 
fideration the diftinct reafoning of Dr. Clarke, 
not only for the pofficility, but the reality of 
the communication of Liberty to Man, con- 
tained in the tenth propofition of his Demon- 
firation of the Bezng and Attributes of God : This 
he does from p. 11, to p. 15. of which this Au- 
thor had taken no notice, nor made any reply 
to it. 

Having faid thus much in defence of Dr. 
Clarke, and to fhew that 4 C’s Remarks are 
far from being any juft reply to what the Do¢tor 
offer’d againft the pzlofophical Enquiry concern 
ing buman Liberty, which this Author had un- 
dertaken to defend ; He proceeds to examine 
the remaining part of 4 C.’s Differtation againft 
Liberty, and for the Neceflity of buman Aétions, 
in every article and branch thereof, beginning 
with his preliminary Obfervations, p.16. From 
one of which, our Author takes occafion to ad- 
vance a new argument or two, in defence of 
human Liberty, p. 18. 


Then proceeding to his Obfervations relating 
to Senfation and Reflexion, and the other inter- 
nal Operations of the Mind, fuch as Fudging 
and Reafoning, &c. In all which, tho’ what he 
{ays, may, to fuperficial Readers, look fome- 
what plaufible; yet he here proves, that every 
part of it is either directly falfe, or mere quib- 


ble, or nothing to the purpofe. He comes at 
laft 
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laft * to examine the great argument he brings 
for his main propofition ; where he promifes to 
demonfirate, that the action of the Soul is a ne- 
ceffarily determind, and immediate confequence of 
the laft judgment of the Underftanding. 

His demonftration is founded upon the hypo- 
thefis, ¢ That te Soul zs atted upon by Ideas, as 
Matter is by Matter. He proves his hypothefis 
thus: V7z. 


1. Matter is capable of receiving different modes, 
fo as the Soul various affections. ow this is 
any thing to the purpofe, Mr. ¥. cannot fee 5 
fo he paffes on to his fecond propofition ; 
which is, 


2. A particle of Matter, tho it admits of va- 
vious modes, ts identically the fame Subfiance ; fo 
as the Soul, notwithRandiug its recerving variety 
of affections. 

This being juft as conducive to a demonttra- 
tion of the point as the firft propofition ; our 
Author proceeds to his third. 


3. Matter would remain in one determi d inode, 
af no other part of Matter were apply d to alter 
it: So would the Soul be perpetually emplay’d by 
one affection, unle/s fome intervening Idea divert- 
ed its operation. 

The firft part of this propofition is not true: 
For God, or any /pirztual Agent, as the buman 
Soul, can alter the modes of Matter immedi- 
ately, without the application of Matter. ‘The 
Mind, bya Thought, can immediately alter the 
motion of the Blood and animal Spirits. 


* Pog. 35. + P. 13. 14, 35. 
Aa 3 Second- 
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Secondly, If he means by the fecond part of th 
the propofition, that the Sou/ would be employ’d wi 
about no more than one Idea or Senfation, it it at 
had no more than one to employ it; which is Kt 
all I can make of his words ; it is indeed very. m 
fhrewdly faid, and juft as much to the purpofe he 
as the «wo irf{t propofitions : Therefore 4. C. er 
adds fourthly, is 

ju 

4. The application of Matter to Matter is fo far 
the caufe of its changing tts prifitne mode, as with- U 
out it°twoud not have receiv’d a new one: [ this, be 
if it was to the purpofe, is not true; becaufe di 
God, or the humane Soul can at pleafure, with- Ww 
out the intervention of Matter, change the modes ul 

of it | fo the application of an idea to the Soul is tc 
the caufe of its receiving a particular Affection, oO! 
qubich otherwife it woud not bave been confctous of. m 
Admitting this lat obfervation to be true, it is * 
nothing to the purpofe. The queftion is) whe- 1 
ther the Soul cannot volui tavily refleét upon I- ir 
deas, howfoever Ideas, whether upon /eu/ation be 
of them, or reflecitou upon them, may alter the EB 
affetions of the Soul: and whether, when it cl 
atts, it is forc’d by any Ideas, or makes them fi 
only motives of its wolu:tary exertion. We t] 
are as far from demonftration of the paffve- 
e/s of the Soul with refpeét to adtzon, as ever. 
The foregoing premifes, which ought to be 
felf-evident truths ; and to have an immediate t] 
reference to the conclufion, in order to form a O 
denwnfiration from them, are evidently either 
falfe, or nothing at all to the purpofe. Yet fi 
4.C. is fo convine’d by them, that he * fays, Jf ; 


* Pas. 16. 
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thefe premifes be admitted true, the confequence 
which unavoidably follows, is, Ibat the Soul is 
atted by the laft judgment of the Underftanding. 
It would make one {mile, to hear this Gentle- 
man talk of demonftrations and con/equences, which 
he feems to call every thing by at random, how 
erroneous or foreign to the purpofe foever it 
is : For his premifes as much demonttrate Zrau- 
fubftautiation, as the point in quettion. 

Mr. 7. fays, he bas always found atheiffical 
Unbelievers { and he proves 4. C.’s notion to 
be Athei/m, befgre he concludes] to be as cre- 
dulous, as the moft /uperftitious perifons in the 
world ; for they believe the moft abfurd things, 
upon the: weakeft evidence, and in oppofition 
to the plaineft truths ; and form their notions 
on the moft unconnected Ideas. Upon the pre- 
mifes before laid down by 4 C. he tancies tbat 
* be bas as clear an Idea, and ts equally confi 
ous that bis Soul is atted upon | which in an 
immediately preceding words he explains, by 
being exerted ixto adiion | by Ideas, as that bis 
Body is attuated by bis Soul: That is, he is as 
clear that abftratt Ideas, which are not Sub- 
fiances, can put the Body into motion, as that 
the. Souéd can. 


Then he goes on to examine his laft argu- 
ment, p. 39. in which tho’ there appears fomes 
thing like reafoning, yet he fhews it to confift 
only of a heap of errors and contradt¢tions. 

After which he adds, that if any thing can 
further fhew a more perverfe way of arguing, 
againft the plaineft evidence of things, in this 
Author, it is that which follows. 


* Pag. 15. 
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A perfon Clays * A.C) judges it beft for bim to 
walk ; and in order to prove that be bas a liberty 
of acting, in dirett oppofition to that laft judg- 
ment, be fits ftill. °Dis plain (adds A. C.) the 
perfou is neceflitated fo to do from the influencing 
pleafure be receives from that att, which compels 
bim to abfiain from what be before thought reafon- 
able. 

Can any thing be more evident, than that in 
the foregoing inftance, the mere Wii of the 
perfon is the Caufe of his fitting til] ° What 
medium can poffibly be conceiv’d betwixt his 
laft judgment of the reafonablenefs of walking, 
which is here oppos’d, and his W7H, which op- 
pofeth it? If 4 C was not greatly blinded 
with prejudice, he would fee that the infil 
encing pleafure, which he affigns for the Caufe 
of acting againft his judgment, is the pleafure 
only of : acting by mere Will, of gratifying his 
Will in oppofition to Reaon, or acting (as it 
is called) by mere Wilfulne/s. For had it been 
not only anreafonable, but alfo uneafy or painful 
for the perfon to fit, he might ftill have /ate, 
to fhew his Liberty of acting by mere will and 
pleajure ; and then according to 4. C. the zuflu- 
encing pleafare compelling him to act, would 
have been the influencing pleafure of pain. How 
many men do a thoufand ations contrary both 
to reafon and their eafe, merely out of wilful- 
ne/s ? A.C, therefore, when he put the Inftance 
which confutes his notion, had better have faid 
roundly, as Cato + did, that the perfon was me- 
ceffitated by his Will to a&. 


* Pag. 19, + P. 179. 
He 
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He next proceeds to make fome Remarks on 
the Anfwers he gives to three Objections, that 
he fays are generally urged againft the Necefjity 
of buman A€tions, p. §0, to 60. and then {ums 
up the Importance and Tendency of the whole 
Debate, in the following manner. 

As this power in Man, of acting free/y either 
good or evil, is the very effeuce and grownd of 
all Morality and Religion; without which God 
can no more be worfhipped by men, than by 
ftocks and ftones ; and as all piety and adora- 
tion of God, by Prayers, Pratfes and Thank/- 
givings, isno more real Religion, it pertorm’d 
without choice or will, than the wechanical mo- 
tions of inanimate Bodies, the noife of the Air, 
or the évarticulate founds of Brutes can be cal- 
led Piety, or religious Worfhip : So the denying 
of buman Liberty, does moft evidently leave 

man to /zve without God in the world, and in a 
{tate of rank Athez/m. For it is prov’d, that ir 
is impoffible for him-to pay any proper M7 orfhip 
to God, without doing it by Intenizon, Choice 
and Will: And the dofirine of Fate and Ne- 
ceffity does alfo take away the ground of the 
divine judgment conferri m,) Rew ards and Punifh- 
ments, by taking away all mora/ Obligations, 
and the difti nétion betwixt Virtue and Vice, 
Good and Evil, on which it is founded. So 
that the inevitable confequence of the wretched 
hypothefis which this unhappy Writer maintains, 
is downright Irreligion and Athei/in, 


For a Conclufion, our Author leaves with 
this Gentleman 4. C. the words of the great- 
eft Mafter of Reafon that ever liv’d, the late 
Dr. Clarke, who ends his Remarks upon the 
philofophical Enquiry concerning bunan Liverty, 
in 
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this manner : 17%. * I cannot make an end, 
without earneftly defiring this Author feri- 
oufly to confider with himfelf, what it is 
that he has all this time been pleading for. 
For, tho’ it might be f{uppos’d poffible, that, 
among seceffary Agents, a fort of a Machine 
of Government might be carried on by fuch 
weights and fprings of Rewards and Punifb- 
ments, as Clocks and Watches ( fuppofing 
them to fee/ what is done to oa are re-= 
warded and punifbed withal ; yet in truth and 
reality, according to this Sebi there 
is nothing zutrznfically good or evil, there is 
nothing perfonally jut or uit/Uft y there is no 
Behaviour of rational Creatures in any degree 
acceptable or unacceptable to God Aimighty. 
Confider the Confequence of this. Superfti- 
tion and Bigotry (Things very mechanical, 
as well as very #i/chzevous to Mankind) can 
never be rooted out, but by perfuading Men 
to look upon themfelves as rational Creatures, 
and to implant in their minds rational No- 
tions of Religton. Religion there can be 
none, wirhout a wioral difference of Things ; 
A moral difference of ‘Things there cannot 
be, where there is no place for Aftion ; 
and Attion there can be none, without Li- 
“tay 33 
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ARTICLE XXXIX. 


Nouveaux MEMOTIRES des Miflions de 
la Companie de JEs us dans le Le- 
Vant. 


New Memorrs of the Jefuit-Miflionaries 
in the Levant. ‘Tom. VII. in 12°. page. 
212. Paris, 1729. 


HE Memoirs of common Travellers are 
% generally obnoxious to fulpicion, on fome 
account or other. They fee things commonly 
only en paffaut, without having time to exa- 
mine them. They take tacts too often only on 
the report of others, to embellifh and adorn 
their Narration, or to mingle a little of the 
{urprizing and marvellous therein, and fo com- 
pofe Volumes to be read and admir’d at their 
return, 

The Memoirs of the Miffionaries have in this 
refpeét a confiderable advantage over others, as 
being wrote by Men of Learning, and who 
have refided a long time in the Country of 
which they treat; and fo have had fufficient 
Opportunities to be fully inftruéted, to fee with 
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their own eyes, and examine every thing ; and 
live at much too great a diftance from us, to 
have any intereft.to impofe upon us, for the 
fake of being admir’d, by dalfe and feigned re- 
lations. | | 

This feventh Volume of the Levant Miffio- 
naries, is of a piece with the other fix. It is 
curious and inftruétive, and abounds with new 
and learned difcoveries on the fubjects it treats. 
Moft of the Memoirs contained therein, are 
wrote by F. Sicard, who lately died in Egypt ; 
where, by order of the French King, he was 
enguiring after, and examining all the old Mo- 
numents of Egypt that remain. Graud Cairo 
was tie ufual place of his refidence. From 
thence he travell’d into feveral other Countries. 
The time that remain’d to him, after the ufual 
labours of his office and funétion were over, 
he fpent in making geographical, hiftorical and 
natural Experiments and Obfervations. We fee 
by thofe contained in this Volume, as well as 
by feveral others in thofe formerly publifhed, 
the Learning and Judgment of this great Au- 
thor, and indefatigable Miffionary. 


This Volume contains firft a Letter of F. 
Treffond, Superior-General of the Jefuit- Miffi- 
onaries in Syrza and Egypt, to F. Fleurtau, con~ 
cerning the writings of F. Sicard. Secondly, 
a Letter of F. Sicard’s, concerning a Voyage 
he made to Mount Stna?. Thirdly, a fecond 
Letter of his, upon another Voyage he made 
to the Cataracts of the Ni/e. Fourthly, a third 
Letter upon one of his Miffions into the Delta. 
Fifthly, an Anfwer of his, to a Memoir that 
was fent him by fome of the Members of the 
Royal Academy of Sciences at Paris. rs 
a Dii- 
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a Difcourfe of his on the Country of Egypt. At 
the end of the Volume, there is added a Letter 
of F. Stepben, a Jefuit-Miffionary in Crim Lar- 
tary; and a Map of Mount Sinai. 


F. Zreffond’s Letter gives us a general idea 
and character of the writings of F, Szcard. 
This Father, in his fecond Letter, gives us 
the relation of a Voyage he made, in company 
with the Abbe Pincia, to the Cataracts of 
the Nile, to continue his Miffion among the 
Coptt, make his Obtervations on the Antigui- 
ties of Egypt; and to make an exact fcrutiny, 
in order to make as full a difcovery as he could, 
of all that was moft remarkable, contained in 
the Queries of the Memoirs, which his Royal 
Highnefs the late Duke of Orleans, and the 
Count de Maurepas had cone him the honour 
to fend him. 

The Abbé Pincia and F. Sicard are of opi- 
nion, That with reference to Architecture, the 
Egyptians far furpafs’d the Romans, both as to 
greatnefs and folidity, and a noble and beauti- 
ful fimplicity ; and that in ail thefe, the Ce/ars 
were far inierior to the Pharasvs. ‘There are 
feveral Temples, built in honour of the moft 
celebrated of the Egyptian Deities, that {till re- 
main entire, in one of the Iflands of the Cata- 
ratts ; befides Portico’s, and Pyramids, and o- 
ther Buildings, whofe great beauty, and rich 
variety of Sculpture, will ever ftrike all true 
judges with the greateft pleafure and furprize. 
Our Travellers fee only the firft of the cataracts, 
or that which ftands moft remote from the fource 
of the Ni/e. This Cataraé# feparates Nubia from 
Egypt. 
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In thisf{pace; which feparates the two King- 
doms, there are feveral iflands, of about three 
leagues in —_ Thefe ifles have quarries, 
full of a beautiful granite marble. Two of thefe 
ifles are famous, one upon the account of the 
temple of the ferpent Knuphis ; the other for the 
temple of J/is, and the fepulchre of Ofiris. The 
Cataract that feparates Egypt and Nubia, is inha- 
bited by the Nudzans : they are Blacks. The 
fight of travellers trights and terrifies them. 
Some of them, however, came up to them with 
a bold and threatning air; but prefenting them 
with a {mall quantity of 'Tobacco, you foon fof- 

ten and reconcile them. 
, F, Sicard tound, as he travelled over thofe 
ifles, feveral ancient infcriptions and monuments 
that very much furprized him. ‘* I found, fays 
“¢ he, four new Greek infcriptions; one infcri+ 
* bed to Elephantine ; it was engraved upon a 
«© black marble, in the ruins of the temple of 
“ Knupbis ; another to Philo, engraved upon a 
“* obelisk of granit ae at the head of the 
«* temple of Ss The third was in the temple 
“© of the God Pau, infcribed to Panopolis ; and 
‘* the fourth to Owdos in the bemeiste > of Apollo. 
66 At Onbos, at Philo, and at Apoitsnoporss Mag- 
“© va, we alfo found entire temples ftanding. 
“ 'The gates of thote Cities are all adorn’d with 
“* grea “and gigantick Sculptures, each fifteeen 
© or twenty foot high, and flank’d with tow’rs, 
“ that raife the expectation of a great and 
“ noble City. The ftones of thofe Edifices 
*¢ are about twenty foot in length: I have 
°° feen fome of them, that reach’d to twenty 
“ feven. Their breadth and thicknefs were in 
“© proportion. Thefe ftones want no cement, 
** to make them unite and join together. They 
*¢ are 
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“¢ are all cut with fuch exquifite art, as by their 
“© mere fituation and pofition, to acquire fuch 
“* folidity, as has made them refift and hold 
** out againft all the injuries of time, down 
“* from the earlieft Ages till now.” 

FP. Sicard, in company with Abbé Piénciz, 
went alfo to fee bees. They promife to give 
us a true and juft idea and defcription of ‘his 
famous City., The noble Sepulchres and Mo- 
numents of the Zheban Kings, found there, 
{till preferve as lively paintings, as if they were 
but frefh done. ‘Thefe paintings reprefent to 
us, in hieroglyphical figures, the virtues and 
a€tions of theife Princes. 

There are in no part of Egypt fo many re- 
markable Monuments left, as at Thebes. On 
that fide which ftands Eaft otf the Ni/e, there 
are ftill fix entire Gates ftanding, of a Ca- 
{tle, in which was contain’d the Palace of the 
Kings of Zheles. 'Thefe are fo many mafter- 
pieces of the moft pertect Architeéture. ‘The 
Salon of this Palace is fupported by 112 pil- 
lars, each 72 toot high, and above 12 in dia- 
meter. We can reckon here at leaft a thou- 
fand Columns, four marble Coloffus’s, feveral 
Obelisks, of which two are of Porphyry, and 
four of Granite Marble. 

On the Weft fide, we find the Temples of 
Venus, and of Menon, the Sepulchres of the 
Kings of Thebes; three Coloffal Statucs, the 
third of which is the Statue of ert that, 
according to a Tradition of the old Egyptians, 
gave a found at the rifing of the Sin. In the 
Sepulchres, the feveral Halls and Chambers are 
all full of Paintings ; and the Colours appear as 
lively as the firft day they were laid on. 
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Jn feveral other parts, are to be feen very re- 
markable Remains of old Pagan Egypt, &c. 
viz. twenty four Temples Raneliog, all of them 
either entire, or but very little damaged; A- 
mong which are thofe of Pan, Venus, Ifis, Mer- 
cury ; that of the Suz; the Temples of Fupiter, 
Ofiris, Apolo, ot Serapis, Memnon, Pallas, &c. 
‘(he Labyrinth entire ; feveral Catacombs, fil- 
led with Mummies of men, birds, dogs, cats, 
€3c, all embalmed ; and twenty great Pyramids : 
The greateft of three of thofe that ftand about 
three leagues diftance from Grand Cairo, is 500 
foot in perpendicul ar height. There is a par- 
ticular delcription given of it, in the 8th Chap- 
ter of this Volume. 


Our Travellers went from Thebes to the Lake 
Mavis. F,. Sicard makes this Lake about fifty 
leagues in length, and with all its turnings and 
windings, fixty at moft. Near this Lake, we 
find the ruins of that famous Labyrinth, which 
was the admiration of former Ages. They 
were vaft Buildings, that communicated one 
with another, by the means of feveral Porti- 
co’s and Galleries that feparated them, and 
whofe entry and way out again were very diffi- 
cult to find. 

F. Sicard difcover’d in his rout the place and 
ruins of feveral ancient Cities : Such were the 
Cities of 4’ydus, the great Prolemais, the two 
Diofpolis’s, the ti little Ptolemais’s, Pauopo- 
jis, Nilopolis, &c. ‘This road condu€ted him 
at laft to the Monaftery of St. Pacomius. It is 
an immenfe heap of ruins, which makes us 
judge, that St. Pacomius might very well have 
in his Monattery fo many Monks, as the Hi- 
fiory 
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{tory of his Life informs us there were ; tho’ 
the number has often been thought incredible. 


Laftly, This learned Miffionary difcover’d 
upon the borders of the river Nile only, above 
a hundred genuine ancient Monuments ; as Mos 
nafteries, Cities, Temples, €%c. And after hae 
ving exercifed the functions of his Miniftry a- 
mong the Coptz, he returned to Grand Cziro, 
where he was witnefs to a very fudden and fur- 
prizing Revolution that happen’d in that place ; 
a particular account of which will be given at 
the end of this Volume. 





ARTICLE XL. 


RuDIMENTA Hiftorica : Sive brevis faci- 
lifque methodus Juventutem notitia hi- 
ftorica imbuendi. 


That is, 


New Elements of History: Or, a fhort 

and eafy Method of teaching Youth the 
Knowledge of Hiftory. Printed at Augf- 
burg, iz 12mo. by M. Wolf. 


HE Author declares in his Preface, that 
he does not pretend here to make any 
NovEMBER 1729. Bb new 
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new Difcoveries, or write learned Differtations 
upon Hiftory : All he propofes, is only to 
fhew a fhort and eafy Method to teach Youth 
whatever there is moft curious and inftruétive 
in facred or profane ftory. In this view, he 
omits in his book a great number of faéts, that 
might rather ferve to perplex, than improve 
and enrich the memory of youth. It is only 
in the hiftory of a particular reign or govern- 


ment, that one either can or ought to enter in- 


to any fuch detail. Authors write then for 
Readers, whofe judgments are already form’d, 
and who propofe to learn fomething more by 
their reading and application to books, than 
merely the knowledge of fo many independent 
and unconnected facts, detach’d as it were from 
that long feries of reafons, motives and in- 
trigues, that was the true fource and fpring 
whence they flow’d. Children love variety ; 
nor are they as yet capable of that degree of 
application, which a juftly conne&ted Hiftory, 
intermix’d with fuch political reafonings, ne- 
ceffarily requires. Yet they love to learn: Cu- 
riofity is as natural to them, as inconftancy and 
the love of variety. ‘The great fecret then is, 
to know how to fix and engage, as far as their 
age will permit, the one by the other: And it 
is this the Author of this new Method feems 
particularly to have applied himfelf, to find out 
and difcover ; and it appears he has fucceeded 
herein. 

He has felected from all the general and 
particular Hiftories, the moft remarkable aéti- 
ons and events, and fuch as are moft proper to 
raife and excite their curiofity, and at the fame 
time to form and improve their judgment and 


temper. 
3 The 
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The whole Work is divided into three Parts. 
The firft whereof contains all that is remark- 
able in the facred and ‘ewi/b Hiftory, from the 
Creation of the World, to the deftruction of 
Ferufalem by Titus the Son of Vefpajfian. The 
fecond gives us an abridgment of the Hiftory 
of the four great Empires of the World ; that 
of the Affyrians, the Perfians, the Greeks, and 
the Romans ; that appear’d fucceffively , and 
rofe upon the ruins one of the other. The Au- 
thor concludes this part with the reigns of Con- 
fiantius Chiorus and Galerius. He begins his 
third part with the reign of Conffantine the 
Great, and continues the hiftory of the lower 
Empire, down to the two famous Treaties con- 
cluded in 1725; the one between the Emperor 
and the King of Spain ; and the other between 
France, England, and Pruffia. ‘There is added 
at the end of each part, the names of all the 
Patriarchs, Judges, Kings and Emperors, men- 
tion’d therein. 

The fuccefs, we are inform’d, this Book has 
had in Germany, makes one wifh it were more 
known in other parts, where it is certainly no 
Jefs wanted. 



























































ARTICLE XLI. 
STATE of Learning. 


LONDON. 


R. G. P. Domcha, a Native of Pruffia, 

who has refided for fome time in this 
City, has been endeavouring to draw up a clear 
Explication of Sir J/aac Newton’s Mathemati- 
cal philofophy. ‘This Work, which he has now 
finifh’d, is divided into two Tomes, after the 
following method. 

The firftt Tome, containing thofe Elements 
of the Mathematicks, which are neceffary to be 
known in order to comprehend fully the De- 
monftrations of this Philofophy, is divided in- 
to two Parts : Of which the firft Part, inclu- 
ding the doétrine of univerfal Arithmetick, 
treats (1.) of the four principal Rules of A- 
rithmetick, both Numeral, and Algebraical.: 
(2.) Of Proportion : (3.) Of the Compofition 
of Powers, and Extration of Roots: (4.) Of 
Logarithms: (5.) Of Analyfis: (6.) Of Flu- 
Xions. 

The fecond Part of this firft Tome, contain- 
ing Geometry, treats (1.) of the Elements of 
Geometry, both Plane and Solid. (2.) Of plane 
Trigonometry. (3.) Of the Conic Sections. 
(4.) Of the Quadrature of Curves. , 
n 
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In this Tome, the Author thinks he has de- 
monftratively explain’d all thofe mathematical 
Elements, on which the Newtonian Philofophy 
is founded, with that clearnefs and fulnefs, as 
well as brevity, that any one (tho’ unacquaint- 
ed with the Mathematicks) may meet with here, 
without much toil and pains, what he muft o- 
therwife, with great labour and time, pick out 
from many Volumes, in which thefe feveral E- 
lements are difpers’d. 


The fecond Tome explains, (1.) The gene- 
ral Laws of Motion. (2.) The Laws of Cen- 
tripetal Forces, and the general Theory of At- 
traction, or the Gravitation of Bodies to one 
another. (3.) The Syftem of the World, as 
the main End, for which all the other Parts 
were premis’d. 

In this Tome, every thing is deliver’d in a 
demonftrative, fuccinét, but yet perfpicuous me- 
thod : So that where-ever our illuftrious Author 
is fomewhat obfcure, he is here render’d more 
clear ; and where-ever he thought proper to 
leave any thing not demonftrated, that defect 
is here fupply’d. 


The Author, as being a Foreigner, has wrote 
this Work in Latin, which he is in hopes to 
publifh foon: And if it fhall anfwer his Ex- 
pectation, which in the opinion of good Judges 
it in great meafure may ; this Work will cer- 
tainly be very ufeful to all, but peculiarly pro- 
per for Academical youth. 


Il. Mathematick Leffons for the ufe of Stu- 
dents in the Mathematicks and Natura! Philo- 
fophy. Compofed by the Abbot de Aoliere ; 
Bb 3 deli- 
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deliver’d at the College Royal of Paris, and 
recommended by the moft famous Mathemati- 
cians there ; are lately tranflated from the 
French, by Mr. Tho. Hafelden, Teacher of the 
Mathematicks. 

Of this Work, the Hiffory of the Royal Aca- 
demy of Sciences, of which the Author is a 
Member, has given the following Charaéter : 

That it contains the Elements of Arithme- 
tick and Algebra, digefted with all that beauty 
and perf{picuity, which has hitherto been fo 
much wanted, and is fo neceffarily requifite for 
Beginners : And that among thofe Elementary 
matters are found divers particulars, which well 


deferve the notice of the moft skilful Mathe- - 


maticians ; fuch as a new Theory of prime 
Numbers ; a Demonftration of the Formula for 
elevating any Polynomials to any power, €9c. 


III. Propofals for printing an Effay towards 
a Natural Hiftory of Florida, Carolina, and the 
Bahama lands: Containing the Figures of 
Birds, Beafts, Fifhes, Serpents, Infeéts and Plants ; 
particularly the Foreft-trees, Shrubs, and other 
Plants, not hitherto defcribed, remarkable for 
their Rarity, Virtues, &c. ‘To which will be 
added, in Engiz/h and French, their Defcripti- 
ons, and Hiftory ; Together ‘with Obfervations 
of the Air, Soil, and Waters; with an account 
of the Agriculture, Grain, Pulfe, Roots, €%c. 
With Maps of the Countries treated of. By 
Mark Catesby. 

The Author went to Carolina in the year 
1722: Where, after having defcribed the pro- 
éuctions of the low and flat Parts of the Coun- 
try, he went trom thence feveral hundred Miles 
within Land, performing the fame amongit the 
moun- 
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| mountainous parts. After three years Continus 
ance in Carolina, and various Parts of Florida, 
he went to the Babama Iflands ; amongft which 
he made as much fearch into the like natural 
productions, as nine Months ftay would ad- 
mit of. | , 

In which Undertaking, he was affifted and 
encouraged by his Grace the Duke of Chandos ; 
the Right Hon. Edward Earl of Oxford ; the 
Right Hon. Thomas Earl of Macclesfield ; the 
Right—Hon. Zohn Lord Percival ; Sir George 
Markham, Bart. KR. S. Sir H. Goodrick, Bart. 
Sir Hans Sloan, Bart. Prefident of the Royal 
Society, and of the College of Phyficians ; the 
Hon. Colonel Francis Nichoifon, Governor of 
South Carolina 3; Rich. Mead, M.D. and F.R.S: 
Charles Du Bois, Efq; F.R.S. Fobn Knight, Efq; 
Wiliam Sherard, L.L.D. and F.R. S. 

As Figures convey the ftrongeft Ideas, and 
determine the Subjects treated of in Natural Hi- 
ftory, the want of which hath caufed fo great 
uncertainty in the knowledge of what the An- 
cients have defcribed barely by words ; In order 
to avoid fuch confufions, we fhall take care to 
exhibit every thing drawn by the Life, as well 
as defcribed in the moft particular manner. 


It is intended to publifh every four Months 
Twenty Plates, with their Defcriptions, and 
printed on fine fubftantial Paper. The Price of 
which will be One Guinea. 

- For the Satisfaétion of the Curious, fome 
Copies will be printed on the fineft Imperial 
Paper, and the Figures put in their natural Co- 
lours from the original Paintings ; at the price 
of Two Guineas. 

— . Bb 4 The 
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The Encouragers of this Work, are only de- 
fir’d to give their Names and place of Abode 
to the Author and his Friends, or at the Places 


hereunder mention’d : No Money being defir’d ’ 


to be paid till each Sett is deliver’d ; that fo 
there may be no ground to fufpect any fraud, 
which happens coo often in the common way 
of Subfcription. 


Gentlemens Names will be enter’d by WY. Innys, 
at the Weft-End of St. Paul’s ; ‘7. Brindley, 
in New Bond- Street ; and by the Author, 
at Mr. Faircbild’s, in Hoxton ; where may 
be feen the original Paintings. 


The firft Twenty of thefe Plates are already 
finifh’d, and may be feen at the above-mention’d 
places. 


IV. There is now in the prefs, The Military 
Stratagems of the moft celebrated Commanders 
of ancient Times ; particularly the Egyptzans, 
Affyrians, Perfians, Parthians, Athenians, The- 
bans, Macedonians, Lacedemonians, Corinthians, 
Carthaginians, Sicilians, Gauls and Romans. In 
Eight Books. Written originally in Greek, by 
Polyenus : Tranflated into Englifh, with Notes 
geographical and hiftorical, by Mr. Rooke. 


V. Propofals are publifh’d for printing a new 
Tranflation of the Koran, commonly called the 
Alcoran of Mobammed: Done inte Englifh im- 
mediately from the original Arabick, with ex- 
planatory Notes, taken from the beft Commen- 
tators. ‘To which will be prefix’d, A prelimi- 
nary Difcourfe, giving an account of the anci- 
ent 4rabs, their Government, Religion, Cu- 
{toms, 
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ftoms, €c. Of the ftate of Chrifianity and 
Fudaifm at the Time of Mohammed’s Appear- 
ance, and of the Circumftances which favour’d 
the eftablifhing his new Religion. Ot fome Par- 
ticulars relating to the Koran, its Dottrines and 
Precepts. Of the feveral Sects among the A%- 
bammedaus 3 and of Arabs pretending to Pro- 
phecy, in or fince the Time of Mobammed. 
With a new Map of Arabia, a View of the 
Temple of Mecca, &c. and the neceffary In- 
dexes. 


PROPOSALS. 


THIS Book will be printed in Qvarto, with 
a very neat Letter, and upon fine Paper. 


The Price to Subfcribers will be after the 
rate of Two-pence halfpenny per Sheet ; it be- 
ing uncertain what Number of Sheets the Book 
will make: And, when finifh’d, it will not be 
fold to any but Subfcribers, for lefs than Three- 
pence per Sheet. They who fubfcribe for fix 
Books, to have a Seventh gratis. 


This Work, which .is in great forwardnefs, 
will be ready to be deliver’d to the Subfcribers, 
in Sheets, on payment of their Subfciption-Mo- 
ney, by Lady-Day next. - 


The Names of the Subfcribers will be printed 
before the Work, if defired. 


No Subfcriber’is obliged to pay any Money 
down ; but they who are willing encourage this 
Work, are defired to fend in their Names, and 


Place of Abode, to Mr. Kuaplock, Mr. Kuaptcn, 
and 
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and Mr. Innys, in St. Pau?’s Church-yard, €8c. 
Where Propofals are deliver’'d, with a Specimen 
of the Work. i 


MILAN. 


Hilip Argelati, Bookfeller, has lately pub- 
lifhed the XVIth Tome of Rerum Itali« 
carum Scriptores, &c. by Mr. Muratori. 


LISBON. 


) A Oe E following Books have been lately 

printed ines. The firft Part of the 
'Hiftorical Memoirs of the Carmelites of Portus 
gal, by the Rev. Father Emanuel Sa, a Prief? 
of the fame Order. 


I. The firft Part of the Chronicle of the Ca- 


puchins of the Province of Arrabida, by F. An- 
gony de la Piete. 


Both thefe are wrote in the Portugueze Lari« 
guage. 


WII. The Life of the Rev. Father Antony de 
Plagis, @ Francifcan. 


IV. As alfo the Life of St. Ferdinand, King 
of Caftile ; by D. Jofeph Pereyra, a Prieft. 


PARTS. 


HE Continuation of the Ecclefiaftical Hi- 
ftory of Abbé De Fleury, is carried on 
here 
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here with fuccefs ; and two new Volumes there- 
of are lately publifh’d, that make the XXIIId 
and XXIVth Tomes of that excellent Work. 
They are printed for Emory, in 4to. The firft 
of thefe Volumes begins at the year 14.56, and 
continues the Hiftory to the end of the year 
1484. The fecond brings it from that time, 
to 1507. 


AMSTERDAM. 


HERE is now printing the Memoirs and 
Adventures of the Count De Fourbin, 
Commander of a Squadron in the late War ; 
in two Volumes 12°. His Sea~Adventures and 
Voyages, “tis faid, will make a curious and in- 
{tructive piece. 


UTRECHT. 


HE pofthumous Works of Mr. Hartfoeker 
TT are now in the prefs. This Work will 
confift of a Courfe of Natural Philofopby ; to- 
gether with a Critical Extract of Mr. Lewen- 
hoek’s Letters. To which will be added, the 
Elogium of the Author, by Mr. De Fontenelle : 
As alfo an apologetical Letter, wrote by Mr. Hart- 
foeker to this celebrated Author. Wherein like 
wife will be contained, A new Edition of the 
feveral Effays in Natural Philofopby, formerly 
printed*by this Author; All which were firft 
colle&ted into one Volume, and publifhed by 
himfelf in the year 1722. All thefe Pieces to- 
gether will be included in one large Volume 
in 4¢0, divided into two parts. 


HAGUE. 
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HAGU E, 


3 HERE is publifhed here, a fourth Edi- 

a: tion of Mr. Lemery’s Book of Phar- 
macy. Pbarmacopée Univerfelle, avec une Le- 
xicon pharmaceutique, plufieurs Remargques nou- 
velles, €8 des Raifounemens fur chaque Opera- 
tion. °Tis printed tor Meff. Go/s and Neaulme, 
in Ato, 1429. 


Il. As alfo a fourth Edition of the Hifory 
of the League of Cambray, againft the Repub- 
lick of Venice: Revis’d, correéted and aug- 
mented by the Author. Printed for Mr. G. de 
Morville, in two Volumes 122, 











